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A PRAYER FOR THE PARISH
Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true because we dreamed too little,
When we arrive safely because we sailed too close to the shore.
Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of things we possess,
We have lost our thirst for the waters of life;
Having fallen in love with life, we have ceased to dream of eternity;
And in our efforts to build a new earth,
We have allowed our vision of the new heaven to dim.
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly,
To venture on wider seas, where storms will show your mastery.
Where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars.
We ask you to push back the horizons of our hopes,
And to push us into the future in strength, courage, hope, and love.
This we ask in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.

We are a community of doubters, seekers and believers alive with joy!

OUR MISSION
We seek to grow in relationship with God and each other, finding and offering hope in the world through
God’s love. We are called to:
 Create a Christian community that welcomes and nurtures the doubters, seekers and believers.
 Support each other in the spiritual journey to know and follow Jesus Christ.
 Be a faithful presence in the world by example and service to others.
We hold fast to the hope of a world made whole by the experience of God’s love and invite all to share
the quest through worship, ministry, fellowship, and learning.
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2016 ANNUAL MEETING
SUNDAY, MARCH 6, 2016
Report of Quorum

Peter Bartram, Clerk of the Vestry

Opening Prayer

The Rev. Emily Guthrie

Approval of Agenda

The Rev. Emily Guthrie

Approval of 2015 Annual Meeting Minutes
Sr. Warden’s Report

Tony Coe, Parliamentarian
Kevin Robinson

Rector’s Remarks

The Rev. Emily Guthrie

Report of Nominating Committee
& Introduction of Candidates for Vestry
Nominations from the Floor

Kevin Robinson
Tony Coe, Parliamentarian
The Rev. Emily Guthrie

Vote
Recognition of Retiring Vestry Members
Commissioning of New Vestry and Oath of Office

Sharon Bartram, Jr. Warden
The Rev. Emily Guthrie

Recognition of Staff
Scheduling of 2017 Annual Meeting: Feb 26, 2017
Grace for the Annual Meeting Luncheon

Peter Bartram
The Rev. Emily Guthrie
All

Hymn 376
Dismissal to the All Parish Luncheon

Newly elected vestry members

Luncheon in Undercroft
(Vestry members will meet briefly in the parlor following the dismissal.)
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Minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting
Ben Haskell, Senior Warden opened the Annual Meeting at 11:00.
Quorum: The presence of a quorum, as defined by the Bylaws, was reported by Sharon Bartram,
Clerk of the Vestry.
An opening prayer was led by The Rev. Carol Flett, Supply Priest.
Approval of the Agenda: The Agenda was amended to add one item – The recognition of the Legacy Society
Members. The Agenda was approved as amended.
Approval of the Minutes of the 2014 Annual Meeting: Approved as presented.
Budget Report: Presented by Kevin Robinson. Kevin stated that we started the year with a $25,000 deficit that
was overcome by the Loaves and Fishes Challenge grant. He related that we had a successful rector search, we
built the Columbarium Garden and Labyrinth and we maintained our Diocesan Pledge Amount. We are starting
2015 with a deficit budget of $33,000 which is normal in a time of transition. We have adequate reserves and we
gave our staff raises and included money in the budget for Outreach.
Senior Warden’s Report: Ben gave the report of the Senior Warden, saying he is excited, looking forward to welcoming our new Rector, The Rev. Emily Guthrie. Our parish has worked hard, accepted change and prepared itself
for the future. He gave special recognition to The Rev. Timothy Raasch, our Interim Priest, for the hard work he
did while he was here. He handled difficult issues, and successfully prepared us to welcome Emily. He encouraged community and brought back our coffee hours. And we built the Columbarium Garden and Labyrinth. He
thanked the congregation for their help and support during the transition.
Report of the Nominating Committee: Ben reported that there are six nominees for the Vestry:
Brian Woodward – 3-year term Gail Marks – 3 year term Robin Atkinson – 3-year term Sharon Bartram – 3-year
term, Margaret Buckley – 2-year term, Frank Shaw – 1-year term.
And two nominees for Diocesan Convention Delegates:
Hill Carter – 2-year term, Peter Bartram – 2-year term
There was a motion to add to the slate, Ray Barry as an Alternate Convention Delegate – 2-year term. The motion
was approved to present a slate of nine (9) people to be voted on.
There was a motion to ELECT the six members of the Vestry, the two Diocesan Convention Delegates, and the
one Alternate Convention Delegate. MOTION APPROVED.
Recognition of Staff: Kevin Robinson introduced, recognized, and thanked the staff – Kurt Ellison, Ann Enkiri, Dylan Thayer, Clarice Snyder and Lenord Hawkins.
Recognition of Retiring Vestry Members: Kevin recognized and thanked retiring Vestry members, Ben Haskell,
Ray Barry, Suzanne Lawrence, Sarah Leung, and Ginny Hussong.
Suzanne Shaw and Sara Leung recognized Ben, Ray, and Sharon for their service as wardens during the Interim
period.
Recognition of the Legacy Society: Ted Seale recognized the 19 members of the Legacy Society, members of
Christ Church who have put CCPK in their wills.
Next Meeting: March 6, 2016.
After a prayer of thanksgiving offered by The Rev. Carol Flett, the meeting was adjourned. Following the adjournment, the Vestry convened privately to appoint officers. With a quorum, the Vestry appointed Kevin Robinson as
Senior Warden, Sharon Bartram as Junior Warden, Bonnie Douglas as Treasurer, and Peter Bartram as Clerk.
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Respectfully submitted,
Sharon Bartram
Clerk of the Vestry.

Report of the Rector
In case you haven’t heard: Christ Church Kensington is Alive with Joy! (If you haven’t heard it,
I’m afraid you might be living under a rock or simply not attending church enough.) And I am so glad to
be in the midst of that joy, and in the midst of you all. This report is simple: my heart is full of gratitude
and I need a new pair of running shoes.
I arrived on Mother’s Day 2015 and discovered a community absolutely ready to move ahead, to
jettison what was holding you back from evolving, to claim what was and is life-giving, and to celebrate a
new chapter of life together. It has been a marvelous ride. A fast ride. An ‘I-can’t-believe-it’s-been-10months’ kind of ride! Much of the year has been spent getting to know one another. It has been a gift
and a privilege to begin to know your life stories, and to experience the rhythms of life and worship at
CCPK.
Thank you for the enormous amount of time spent welcoming and educating me: for meals and
meetings; for a beautiful installation service; for your truth-telling; and most of all, your trust. I give
thanks for the vestry’s leadership, for the leaders of various ministries, and for those who show up week
after week to create church.
Last June, the vestry held a day long retreat in which we identified several goals, including taking steps to enhance worship, improve communications, build community through small groups, and
increase adult education offerings. Most of the steps taken to further those goals are detailed in the ministry reports contained in this document. In addition, I’d like to recognize the efforts of the Organist
Search Committee: Suzanne Shaw, Deborah Bartlett, Ann Hagan-Brickman, Eva Nye, Hill Carter, Tom
McKay and Ramzi Nemo for their dedicated service and assistance in determining the needs of the music program and welcoming Teddy Guerrant to the CCPK staff.
Finally, I am extremely grateful for the hard work and daily commitment of the CCPK staff team:
Kurt Ellison, Ann Enkiri, Dylan Thayer, Lenord Hawkins, Mrs. Angeles, and Teddy Guerrant. (We also
could not have made it through 2015 without Interim Organist Clarice Snyder.) We are blessed to have
each of them.
You have come through a major transition. I hope that you have realized in this process that
your priests do not define who you are as a church. Your priests may influence the tone and even the
direction of the parish in concert with the leadership, but we are not the whole by any stretch of the imagination. And that is as it should be. Bishop Andy Doyle of the Diocese of Texas is fond of saying: “the
model of today’s church is clergy-led, lay-supported. We must flip the model and become a church that
is lay-led, clergy-supported.” It is my job to support you in living into the part of God’s dream that is unfolding through us in this wonderful place called CCPK.
As we begin the next chapter of our lives together, may we claim and use our abundant resources, take faithful risks, and explore new ways of being church in and for the neighborhood and the
world.
I can’t wait to see what holy mischief the Spirit will get us into!
Emily+
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Report of the Senior Warden
It is truly an exciting time to be a member of Christ Church. Since January of last year we have had so many exciting new developments in the parish and all of them are building blocks for our continued growth as we move forward. I would like to call attention to a few of these accomplishments.
Our New Rector – Reverend Emily Guthrie
This is clearly the most exciting new development in the parish in the last year. Thanks to the hard work of the
search committee, the vestry was blessed to have a strong pool of candidates to interview. Our discernment led us
to call Emily and I believe we are truly blessed to have her here with us. She brings a warmth and energy to the
parish that is apparent from the moment your walk through the door. While Emily’s life and work experience is
incredibly impressive, I believe her strongest skillset is the ability to connect with people from all ages and backgrounds. She is grounded and she is real. We are lucky.
Organist and Choir Master – Dr. Theodore M. Guerrant (Teddy)
Teddy joined us in January of 2016 after serving for 17 years at St. Margaret’s in Washington, DC. Teddy has
jumped in with both feet to enhance our music program and our Sunday services. We are lucky to have such an
accomplished musician on our team. I am looking forward to the continued growth of our music program.
Rectory Updates
The rectory had served as the long time residence of Father Hague and his family but was in need to some major
repairs and updates. The property committee was able to put together an action plan to address thse repairs, including a new roof and updated bathroom and some cosmetic repairs. In addition, All Saints Parish of Chevy
Chase contributed to the renovation costs and allowed us to significantly update the kitchen and living areas. Our
new relationship with All Saints enables us to keep the rectory as a viable housing solution for the diocese and is
now generating a modest income for the parish.
Fruitful Stewardship Campaign
I am happy to report that for the first time in the last five years we have had an increase in our Stewardship Pledge
Total. I would like to thank the stewardship committee for their time and energy on this campaign and more importantly I would like to thank the parish for their generous gifts of time, talent and treasure.
As my time on vestry comes to an end I have been reflecting on the changes in our parish over the last three years.
It has been a bit of a rollercoaster ride but the positive far outweighs the negative. The leadership of the parish is
strong, energized and engaged. I encourage all of you to contribute to the process of shaping our parish. Your
thoughts and feedback are welcome and there are numerous opportunities for you get involved through committee
or volunteer work. We are planting the seeds now for a rich harvest in the future. It has been an honor to be a part
of this transition and I am excited for us as community.
Respectfully Submitted,
Kevin Robinson
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Report of the Junior Warden
After several years of investigating, contemplating and deciding on how we would continue our Columbarium Ministry, as our Columbarium wall was running out of available space, CCPK’s beautiful Garden
Columbarium was completed and dedicated in the spring of 2015. Our Garden Columbarium is now the
final resting place of two of our former members.
We also completed and dedicated our Labyrinth.
We received an Endowment Fund Grant that enabled CCPK to purchase a defibrillator and offer CPR/
AED classes to members of CCPK. Twenty-nine people have successfully completed the course and
our defibrillator is installed in the hallway between the Sanctuary and the Office.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon Bartram
Junior Warden

Report of the Nominating Committee
Members of the Nominating Committee:
Kevin Robinson, Eva Nye, Carol Jones, Lee Puricelli, Prescott Bullard, Ray Barry, Nora Buckley, The
Rev. Emily Guthrie
Normally the Parish elects four persons each year to the Vestry. This year, because some Vestry
members moved away or were unable to complete their term, we have two additional openings for oneyear terms.


Betsy Robbins was appointed last year to serve on the Vestry for six months (until the next annual
meeting. She is eligible and is running for a one-year term to complete a three-year term.



Frank Shaw was elected to the Vestry last year to serve for one year to complete a three-year term.
He is eligible and is running for a new three-year term.

This year we are also electing one person for a one-year term to complete a term ending in 2017.
This person will be eligible to run for a three-year term next year. We are also electing three people for
three-year terms.
Running for one-year terms are Virginia Blackman and Betsy Robbins.
Running for three-year terms are Doug Smith, Bradley Christmas, Lance Kilpatrick and Frank Shaw.
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Report of the Treasurer
In 2015 we passed a deficit budget, projecting a net operating deficit of $33,008. While pledge income
was below expectations, other unexpected income enabled us to end 2015 slightly better than estimated, with a net operating deficit of $23,443. A summary of the fiscal results from 2010 through 2015 is
shown below:

Unrestricted Income
Restricted Income
Total operating Income
Personnel Expense
Property Expense
Ministry & Admin.
Expense
Total Operating
Expense

Net Operating income

2010
653,725
57,517

2011
653,753
47,367

2012
623,976
37,112

2013
576,742
28,466

2014
501,274
23,092

2015
454,801
40,079

$711,242

$701,120

$661,088

$605,208

$524,365

$494,880

443,538
100,266

462,439
83,832

400,874
90,020

384,827
75,227

339,322
80,542

323,264
83,959

163,549

164,212

150,808

141,484

115,805

111,100

$707,353

$710,483

$641,702

$601,538

$535,669

$518,323

$3,889

($9,363)

$19,386

$3,670

($11,304)

($23,443)

Analysis of Parish Income
Our income continued to reflect the decline generally seen in a church in transition between rectors. In
2015 our total amount pledged was 10% lower than 2014. And 2014’s was 21% lower than that of 2013.
However, of the amount pledged in 2015, we received 94.4%, a healthy rate. Overall, our total income
was $2,697 more than we had budgeted, contributing to our having a final deficit that was $9,565 less
than projected. Total operating income for 2015 was approximately 6% below that of 2014.
Parish Expenses
Expenses in 2015 were lower than 2014, and were less than budgeted. Every effort was made to keep
costs as low as possible. Additionally, most of the rectory renovations and rector search costs were
borne by the Capital Reserve fund and by grants from the Endowment fund.
Our Cash Position
We ended 2015 with $118,999 in our operational checking account. This is offset by $5,027 in accounts
payable, $13,622 in undistributed Endowment grant funds, and $1,325 held for the Pilgrimage fund. The
balance of our reserve account within our Diocesan Funds account is $50,960. The Capital Reserve’s
balance is $40,083. The Operational Reserve’s balance is $167,889. This balance meets our guideline
of having enough of a reserve to cover operating expenses for two to four months (at an estimated average of $47,247 per month for 2016).
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Our Operational Budget for 2016
Budget 2015

Actual 2015

Budget 2016

$

381,140
90,112
20,851
492,103

$

356,611
98,190
40,079
494,880

$

$
$

323,264
83,959
111,100
518,323

$

$

325,543
81,950
117,618
525,111

$

339,746
91,970
135,249
566,965

$

(33,008)

$

(23,443)

$

(20,718)

Income
Stewardship
Other unrestricted income
Restricted income

$

$

$

387,000
119,298
39,949
546,247

Expenses
Personnel
Real property
Ministry & other
Net Income

$

As shown above, this again is a deficit budget. After deliberation, the Vestry has approved this budget
for this rebuilding year with our new Rector. Although pledge income did not reach our estimate for
2015, the amount pledged is significantly higher for 2016. This is the first time in several years when the
amount pledged is greater than the previous year. This increase in pledges is a positive indication that
we will see growth in 2016 and may be able to attain a balanced budget in 2017.
For the 2016 budget year, we need to:
 Increase the number of pledges made.
 Consider a fund raising campaign.
 Carefully monitor both income and expenses to ensure that we meet the parish’s goal of
financial stability.
Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Douglas, Treasurer
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Report of the Budget and Finance Committee
Committee Members:
Robin Atkinson (chair), Kevin Robinson, Hill Carter, Kurt Ellison, Ted Seale, Bonnie Douglas, and Bob
Quinn
Accomplishments in 2015
 Finished FY 2015 with a smaller deficit than had been projected, $23k vs $33k.
 Refurbished our rectory using Capital Reserve funds for All Saints clergy to use.
 Rectory began providing monthly income for Christ Church Parish Kensington (CCPK) in November,
once All Saints clergy had moved in.
Operational expenditures for the year were less than had been budgeted due to continuing careful
stewardship of parish resources.
Accumulated approximately $18k from the sale of columbarium niches. Funds will be returned to
operational checking account in 2016.
Plans for 2016
2016 should be another year of progress in our parish journey. This will be our first full year with Emily
Guthrie as our rector, and Dr. Teddy Guerrant assumes his duties as our organist and choir director.
The parish will be fortunate to have an entire year’s income from All Saints for its use of our rectory. This
income, along with the additional monies pledged in our 2015 stewardship campaign, has had a positive
effect on the 2016 budget. The proposed deficit in the FY2016 budget (approximately $20k) is well below that proposed for FY2015.
Overall, CCPK remains in a solid financial situation because, in large part, there has been a concerted
effort in recent years to align our spending with existing financial resources. The committee will continue
this effort in 2016 and urges all to support both the financial and spiritual health of our parish as its transitional journey continues.
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Report of the Endowment Committee
Committee members:
Chair (member of the Parish)
Three members by position:

ChairRector –
Senior WardenTreasurer-

Three members of Vestry:
Three members of the Parish:
Of Counsel:

Attorney-

Ted Seale
Emily Guthrie
Kevin Robinson
Margaret Douglas
Robin Atkinson
Sharon Bartram
Frank Shaw
Tim McLellan
Betsy Robbins (vacated-Vestry)
Peter Turner
Bill Daisley

Goals for 2015 were:
- meet quarterly;
- continue good financial oversight of the invested funds;
- receive and review proposals for mission and ministry grants;
- award the approved grants;
- monitor progress of grants; and,
- review the investment statements of the fund
Accomplishments of 2015:
Our funds are invested in the Diocesan Investment Fund and at year end 2015, the market value of the
Endowment Fund totaled $588,125.18, a decrease of $7,677.29 or -1.29% over the amount at year end
2014 of $595,802.47. Income to the Fund totaled $13,200.94 with $13,263.84 from investments and $62.90 money market transfers. Expenses totaled $1,604.55. Investment net loss totaled $19,237.68.
A transfer of $25,000.00 was made from the Endowment Fund for the 2015 Mission and Ministry Grant
Awards. The transfer results in a net ending market value of $563,125.18 for 2015.
The committee held two sessions for grant applications: one in August and one in November. The annual distribution of the Endowment Fund may be made only for the following purposes
(Categories for Mission and Ministry Grants):




Capital needs of the Parish that are beyond the reasonable scope of the annual operating
budget of the Parish;
Outreach ministries and grants of a scope and nature beyond the ordinary scope of the operating
budget of the Parish; and,
Seed money for new ministries and special one-time projects.

The following awards were made: (see following page)
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Mission and Ministry Grant Awards 2015
Project Name

Category

Grant
Amount

Purpose

Dishwasher

1

$8,000.00

New dishwasher machine in kitchen

Youth – Rebuilding
Together Project

2

$1,500.00

Opportunity for Youth to lead parish
participation in Rebuilding Together house
in community

New computers

1

$3,600.00

For rector, music and library

$15,322.12

Additional funds awarded to fully fund
Rector Transition Costs

New Rector Search
3
CPR/Defibrillator

1

$2,159.00

Purchase defibrillator and provide parish
with CPR training course

5 o’clock Service

3

$2,000.00

Promotion of new service and welcome
reception costs

Communion Kits

1

$1,500.00

Purchase new communion kits for visitation
ministry

Lenten Bookmarks

3

$75.00

New spiritual ministry during Lent

Parish Spruce Up

3

$2,500.00

New parish-wide event of annual building
and grounds clean up

Recommendations for 2016:
- meet quarterly;
- continue good financial oversight of the invested funds;
- receive and review proposals for mission and ministry grants and make awards;
- prepare plans for April 10, 2016 brunch to honor Legacy Fund members;
- prepare plans for April 10, 2016 workshop on estate planning/Endowment;
- update a brochure for planned giving and coordinate with Stewardship.
Submitted by: Ted Seale, chair
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Report of the Stewardship Committee
Committee Members: Jane Aylor, Sharon Bartram, Margaret Buckley (Vestry Co-Chair), Prescott
Bullard (Vestry Co-Chair), Kate Duchelle, Kurt Ellison (Support), Diane Mand, Pam Prindle,
Goals for 2015:
To express the congregation’s new concept of “Alive With Joy”
To share what stewardship means personally to parishioners
To celebrate and thank parishioners for the many ways they give to Christ Church throughout the year
To receive pledges for 2016 totaling $410,000
Accomplishments:
We shortened the pledge campaign from 10 weeks to 6 weeks. Both oral and written personal testimonials were shared with the parish each week, as members of the congregation expressed what Christ
Church means to them and the importance of stewardship in their lives. Joey Rick, Canon for Congregational Vitality from the Diocese of Washington, was a special guest preacher on Stewardship Sunday.
The Committee invited the parish to a special evening, with a fabulous meal prepared under the direction of Pam Prindle. Linda Rowan and her band Firefly performed, and everyone enjoyed their wonderful
music. Contra-line-dancing was also featured. The event was a thank you to all parishioners for their
time, talent, and treasure given to Christ Church over the past year.
Letters and a stewardship/pledge package were sent to all parishioners in October. Weekly updates on
our progress were provided during the 6-week pledge campaign.
All of those pledgers who pledged last year (2015) and had not yet pledged for 2016 were contacted by
email and phone.
We ended the 2016 campaign with 139 pledges totaling $403,474, averaging $2,928 per pledge. How
does this compare to the past four years?
Year

Total $

Number

Average

2012

559,717

196

2,856

2013

530,089

198

2,677

2014

418,575

162

2,584

2015

376,749

139

2,710

2016

403,474

139

2,928

Although we have not reached our stated goal, on a positive note, our average pledge increased from
2015 to 2016 by $218, representing a greater increase than seen from 2014-2015.
It is our belief that the negative trends over the past few years will be reversed through our efforts to increase our membership and with the introduction of our new Rector.
Recommendations for 2017:
The 2017 Stewardship Committee should take a similar approach in the New Year incorporating the
thoughts and direction provided by our new Rector. They should take on the challenge with the expectation that the past pledge decline will be reversed as our new Rector continues her transition into Christ
Church.
Respectfully Submitted,
Maggie Buckley
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Report of the Children’s Christian Formation Ministry
Committee members:
Juana Lara de Angeles (Nursery Caregiver) Ann Enkiri (Ministry Coordinator) and Rev. Emily Guthrie
(Rector); Teachers: Amy Brown, Teodora Carabas, Barbara Ferry, Shannon Finn, Emily Guthrie, Karen
Fowle, Nicole Grocki, Steve Grocki, Thea Kayne, Tim McLellan, Kitty Shuler, Sarah Vicente; Vestry: Brian Woodward; Youth Chaplains: Beyer Bullard, Maureen Carr, Ryan Carr, Paige Chase, Gavin Keith.
Goals for 2015:
The Children’s Ministry Committee members hoped to serve the children of Christ Church Parish Kensington and their families by offering professional nursery care, meaningful Children’s Chapel activities
and worship, engaging Sunday School classes for three distinct age-groupings, and special programs
supportive of families and community-building. We aspired to communicate in word and deed genuine
God’s love for each child entrusted to our care and to demonstrate for each child as we sought to nurture their spiritual formation by sharing Bible stories, listening closely to children’s responses, and coming together to worship, learn and serve others. In addition, the Committee members aspired to encourage family participation in CCPK outreach activities and to participate in outreach by actively seeking
non-Parish registrants for our annual Vacation Bible School. Further, the Committee members hoped to
foster the welcome presence of children at worship and at all Parish events. We also hoped to bring
new musical leadership to the Children’s Chapel program.
Accomplishments of 2015:
Our 2015 Vacation Bible School was a wonderful success, bringing Ann Enkiri and Dylan Thayer together to plan the curriculum and coordinate the logistics for the week. Parish volunteers--adults and youth-brought the plans alive by teaching, leading Chapel, baking bread, sharing music, and much more: Dianne Jung, Karen Fowle, Sue Mitchell, Sarah Vicente, Kate Duchelle, Gavin Keith, Paige Chase, Beyer
Bullard, Maureen Carr, Ryan Carr. Over twenty children--parish and non-parish--participated in two different age-groupings and grew in love, praise, and service of the Lord.
Our Committee is delighted that Emily wants families to know that children are always welcome at Parish Services and has posted a welcome message to that effect at the Church’s main entrance, while informing parents that Children’s Chapel and Nursery Care are provided as well. It was wonderful that
this Fall Emily specially invited children and their families to worship together with the congregation at a
10 AM Sunday Service this Fall, in lieu of our younger children attending Children’s Chapel. Emily invited the children forward for a special child-friendly sermon. Emily also welcomed the children to the altar
steps for an interactive sermon at the Christmas Eve early Service. On the topic of worship, with offering the Grade 4 and 5 class (see below), teachers encourage those intermediate students to remain upstairs with their families for the 10 AM Service, rather than attend Children’s Chapel. This allows these
older children to grow in familiarity with the beauty of the full Liturgy of the Word and to hear Emily’s sermon before class which focuses on exploring and responding to the Gospel reading.
The Children’s Ministry Committee is very pleased to again offer an additional age-grouping for Sunday
School classes this 2015-2016 academic year: a class for Fourth and Fifth Grade students. This is possible due to the generous response of adult parishioners to serve as Sunday School teachers and so
provide team coverage of three classrooms every Sunday. This further allowed for age-appropriate differentiating of instruction for our First-, Second-, and Third-graders who follow the Primary Level of the
Living the Good News curriculum and for our Fourth- and Fifth-graders who follow the Intermediate Level of the Living the Good News Curriculum. Our youngest students in PreK and K follow the Godly Play
curriculum. Children in all age-groups are learning how to experience the Word and how to share their
thoughts, feelings, and questions with one another.
We are also proud of having presented two new programs for our children and families: Parents’ Night
Out Pizza Party in the early Fall and Parents’ Morning Out Advent Activities. The first event was the
brainchild of Youth Chaplain Beyer Bullard who brought the idea of serving families to Emily and Ann
this summer. The second event brought the Children’s Ministry “staffers” Ann and Juana together to
work with children from 3 through 3rd-grade. The morning featured children’s service projects as the
participants made decorations for the Undercroft Christmas tree and prepared snack cups for Bethesda
15
cares.

The preparation for and presentation of the Children’s Christmas Pageant is a highlight of both the Children’s Chapel and the Sunday School programs. This year’s pageant featured wonderful collaboration
with Clarice Snyder and the musical support of Katy Wallace who worked with the children throughout
Advent to help us prepare. Every teacher supported the effort, with Barbara Ferry and Amy Brown preparing the readers. Youth Chaplains and volunteers were so helpful on the day of the pageant.
Recommendations for 2016:
We recommend working together with parents, Vestry members and our Rector to provide adequate
time on Sunday for our Sunday School program, which on the current schedule needs to end at 12N for
our volunteer teachers and for our families with young and elementary school-aged children. When
class is able to start on time at 11:15, that leaves 45 minutes, some of which must be used for a quick
snack. Many Sundays, it is closer to 11:30 before students are settled in class. Both of our curricula
require a minimum of an hour to be followed and to allow for engaging lessons. We often find that the
Children’s Education Hour is not synchronized with the Adult Education Hour or the Youth Education
Hour, both of which extend beyond 12N most Sundays.
We recommend working with our children, parents, teachers, Vestry, and Rector to identify every and
any way to promote more regular attendance of Sunday School. We are proud of our Sunday School
program and hopeful about its importance in children’s lives. Our teachers make an important commitment of their time, genuinely care for their students, and are eager to support their growth in knowledge
of God’s love in the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Holy Spirit, their familiarity with Scripture whether
through hearing a Bible story or close reading of a Sunday Gospel, in the vocabulary of faith, in the experience of Liturgy and the liturgical year, in the thoughtful sharing of ideas, and in compassion.
We recommend surveying parents as to their families’ needs and expectations as regards serving and
including children at Christ Church Parish Kensington. Preliminary steps are being taken to accomplish
this in 2016.
Our recommendations are to recruit Sunday School teachers early and often so that the current level of
staffing three teaching teams may be maintained. We recommend “open house” when parents would
attend class with their child(ren) and so become engaged with the Godly Play and the Living the Good
News curricula, perhaps being able to envision themselves as classroom teachers. It is important to
note that many of our teachers are veterans and while we hope that they will want to continue in this
important ministry, we recognize that they may wish to experience service in a different ministry. Bringing new teachers into our Sunday School program is vital to its success.
We recommend holding a mid-year coffee hour for parents to meet with Ann and learn more about the
Chapel and Sunday School programs, affording all parents, but especially any newcomers, the opportunity to ask questions and share concerns.
Another recommendation is to continue to seek Children’s Music team members. Since June, 2015, we
have not had a Music Ministry in place to enrich Chapel worship. Adults and youth are both welcome to
help meet this on-going need.
Regarding VBS, we recommend announcing the dates and opening registration early--something we
have done for the upcoming July 11-15, 2016 VBS. Concurrently, Ann and Dylan should plan the program and seek volunteers earlier, something already in motion this year.
Submitted by: Ann M. Enkiri
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Report of the Youth Ministry
Committee members:
Dylan Thayer (Youth Minister), Katie Wallace, Lee Puricelli, Bob Hoffman, Lori Pujol (Youth Team Members).
Goals for 2015:
The years preceding 2015 were a tumultuous time of great change and upheaval for Christ Church, as
the parish said goodbye to a dearly beloved rector, called an interim, and then joyfully welcomed our
new rector. The youth ministry has not been immune from this time of change. With that in mind, we
wanted 2015 to be a season where our youth and families could begin to adapt to a predictable rhythm
of Christian life, while simultaneously carrying on the innovation and vibrancy that made 2014 a successful year for our program.
We wanted to continue to expand the reach of our summer trips, both in terms of participation and
growth in the way of Jesus. On Sunday mornings, we committed to finishing the full exploration of sacred Scripture which began in October 2014. We committed to keeping the rest of the parish informed
about the joyous work our youth are doing in this parish and the outside world. Finally, we realized that it
takes all types to build a strong, sustainable youth ministry where youth can grow in Christ’s image, and
so we committed ourselves to calling more and more people, especially parents, to help us grow the
ministry here.
Accomplishments of 2015:
One of our ministry’s greatest accomplishments in 2015 was, frankly, something that did not come about
through our committee’s efforts –the calling of our new rector. Emily has been incredibly supportive of
the youth minister personally and the youth ministry in general during her short but notable time here.
We are confident that not only is she the right person for this parish in general, but also that she has a
good heart and good instincts when it comes to our ministry specifically.
Fortunately, there are many other achievements from this past year which are much more specific to our
ministry! One of the greatest successes of this past year was our summer trip to Hamlin, West Virginia.
Although this trip was smaller than in years past in terms of participation, it is our belief that the youth
involved got more out of it, and came away with their faith more greatly strengthened, than participants
on previous trips. We also believe that the success of this trip has set our group up well for expanded
trips in the future, and this faith has been validated by the incredible interest in our summer pilgrimage to
South Dakota (we have 16 registered participants for the summer of 2016, compared to 6 last year in
2015). Many thanks to Katie Wallace, our volunteer chaperone who helped make this trip special.
One of the greatest programmatic successes during the past 18 months at Christ Church has been our
Sunday morning Bible studies. When we first announced our intention of meeting every Sunday after the
10 o’clock service, some parishioners politely expressed their skepticism that middle schoolers and high
schoolers would turn out in appreciable numbers to hear about Scripture on Sunday mornings. Thankfully, those people were wrong. Our Bible studies continue to grow in both numbers (we’ve gone from averaging about 7 to 8 kids a week last year to 10 to 11 this year) and spiritual depth. We attract increasing
numbers of youth both inside and outside our parish and provide a safe space where youth can wrestle
with God in ways that are relevant to their lives. Much of the credit for the increased quality of our Sundays together this year must go to Lori Pujol, who has committed to being present almost every week.
Finally, we are very proud of how our parish has come together around the youth program. Many other
ministries at Christ Church –such as the Children’s Ministry through Vacation Bible School and Outreach
through Rebuilding Together –have opened their doors to the youth, which we believe has enriched both
these ministries and our ministry, and the parish community. The parish has also supported our youth
financially in their efforts to raise money for World Vision at the Silent Auction and at the Car Wash when
we campaigned for Hope for Henry. Thanks to Christ Church’s inspiring generosity, our youth raised
over $3,000 for charitable causes in 2015 alone. The Car Wash in particular was moving –not only because of the noteworthy effort of longtime stalwarts like Tom Hart but because many parents and other
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adults showed up and pitched in without even being asked. The Chili Sale is another wonderful more
recent example of the camaraderie and spirit of sacrifice that has developed among our parents and
larger community. During this event, the usual volunteers and the staff member took a back seat, and the
parents –most notably Pam Prindle –took the lead, with wildly successful result. Parents have also
brought food for Bible studies, volunteered to help lead events, and even opened their homes to our
youth over the summer.
Of course what has been most incredible is the development of friendship, fellowship, and a desire to
know God among our youth. They are more tightly knit than they were 18, 12, or even six months ago.
They delight and inspire us whenever we are privileged enough to have the chance to serve them. Like
our ministry itself, our youth are not now, and never will be, finished products. But it is nonetheless exciting to see God working in them, and to see that work creating positive outward ripples in our church and
community.
Recommendations for 2016:
The future is bright for the youth ministry of Christ Church in 2016. Many of the seeds planted in the past
18 months are now beginning to reap a bountiful harvest. The key to success for our ministry is to continue to value growth, both outward and inward, in faith and in numbers. We must not lose sight of what has
made the accomplishments of the past year and a half possible –our fixed determination that we will not
settle for anything less than a youth ministry that does the very best it can to bring our young people into
contact with Jesus, allows them to come to know Him, and empowers them to go out into the world in His
name. We must not ever forget that we are compelled by God to reach out in faith and charity to those
outside these walls. At the same time, we must not allow our ministry to become a popularity contest, a
resume booster, or a mere ‘fun time’ for teenagers. We must balance both purposes and grow in both
areas. And we must continue to wait on the Lord to provide us with direction, seeking only to please Him
and fulfill all His purposes.
Submitted by: Dylan Thayer
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Report of the Communications Committee
Committee members:
Vestry: Kari Rogers (through summer 2015), Betsy Robbins, (summer 2015 – present); Peter Bartram,
website; Ron Leung, photography; Liz Quinn, bulletin boards; Virginia Sheard, bulletin boards, graphics;
Doug Smith, newsletter; Katie Wallace, Facebook.
Goals for 2015:
 Clearly define the role of the Communications ministry, to best support other ministries and
activities.
 This includes an audit of current state, and recommendations for meeting the needs of our diverse
community.
 Work with the vestry and search committee to develop the communications plan for announcing and
welcoming our new rector.
 Continue/finalize holistic communications plan to support broad CCPK initiatives, as well as smaller,
individual activities.
 Utilize information received from the Communications survey to identify the broadest areas of opportunity, while ensuring key information is reaching the full parish.
 Finalize the communications submission process (currently in progress), to deliver an “easy to submit”
way for ministries, parishioners, etc. to request information and announcements be shared.
 Continue improvements to all of our communications vehicles, to best serve our parish.
Accomplishments of 2015:
 Updated the ccpk.org website on a continual basis and provided support for main events and initiatives.
 Increased posts to Facebook, resulting in an increase in CCPK Facebook followers.
 Added new ministry bulletin boards in the hallway along the church offices.
 Work with the vestry and search committee to develop the communications plan for announcing and
welcoming our new rector.
 Worked with the vestry and search committee to develop the communications plan for announcing and
welcoming our new rector.
 Provided support for the “Alive With Joy” campaign by creating graphics for the Labor Day parade
banner (also used on Connecticut Avenue), t-shirts, and signs.
 Increased the event photo library in Dropbox; updated framed photos in the hallway outside parish
offices.
 Made the communication submission process easier by creating a new email address, communications@ccpk.org, that goes to communication committee members in charge of the newsletter, website,
bulletin boards, parish administrator social media (Facebook).
 Conducted a communications survey. The survey results showed that at least 90% of respondents feel
informed about what is happening at Christ Church. They receive information via the website, weekly
This Week at Christ Church emails, the Sunday bulletin and in-church announcements.
 Reinstated regular communication meetings on the second Wednesday of the month.
Recommendations for 2016:
 Increase and improve visual communications around the parish with photos, updated and simplified
bulletin boards, digital slideshows
 Recruit more members, including a youth representative
 Increase internal and external communications to the community:
- ensure that all information on the website is complete and up to date, especially the church calendar
- refresh/add banners for Connecticut Ave.
- continue to increase Facebook presence
 Goals from 2015 to be completed in 2016:
- Clearly define the role of the Communications ministry, to best support other ministries and activities.
- Continue/finalize holistic communications plan to support broad CCPK initiatives, as well as smaller,
individual activities.
- Continue improvements to all of our communications vehicles, to best serve our parish.
Submitted by: Betsy Robbins
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Report of the Membership Committee
Committee members:
Carol Jones, Sue Mitchell
Goals for 2015:
Meet new individuals visiting CCPK and answer their questions
Follow up with newcomers after service and/or at coffee hour
Provide a welcome bag with materials oriented to CCPK
Create welcome pamphlets and leave in a strategic area for pickup in the parish
Accomplishments of 2015:
Created welcome pamphlets and placed in a strategic area for pickup in the parish
Created a vestry rotation for vestry to greet newcomers at the 10AM Sunday service
Planned for newcomers brunch early in 2016
Recommendations for 2016:
Promote suggestions from parish and vestry about how to welcome newcomers
Promote vestry and parish members to seek out and introduce themselves to newcomers at the Peace,
after service and at coffee hour
Collaborate with other ministries to help welcome newcomers
Submitted by:
Carol A. Jones
Vestry Member
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Report of the Outreach Committee
Committee members:
Emily Barry, Peter Bartram, Kay Bondehagen, Tina Cleland, Tony Coe, Judy David, Kate Duchelle, Dianne Jung, Sue Mitchell, Eva Nye, Bob Quinn, Liz Quinn, Virginia Sheard, Doug Smith, and Victoria
Thanos.
Goals for 2015:
In response to feedback from the parish, we moved to transition our parish from supporting a specific
charity and writing a check to a more hands-on approach. Ultimately our goal is to stop being a committee and become a parish-wide ministry.
Accomplishments of 2015:
 In our ministry to Arcola Elementary, we collected and donated 60 backpacks filled with school supplies, 38 bags of food for the family Thanksgiving feasts, supplied 80 bags of pantry staples to help
feed children of low income families during the Christmas break, and 52 low income children received Christmas gifts from generous parish members.


Supporting Bethesda Cares, the parish collected and provided 122 cases of bottled water; we collected and supplied 222 pairs of socks; we donated a large assortment of toiletries for their clients;
and, in rotation two times a month, 21 parish families prepared sandwiches to feed those in need.



Three times in 2015, members participated in the St. Stephen’s Loaves & Fishes program preparing
and serving lunch to the homeless. A $200 donation was made to the program each time.



Parish members provided 11 bags of household items to help transitioning families at Stepping
Stones Shelter



Parishioners harvested cabbages for local area food banks at the First Fruits Farm



Christ Church donated 22 bags of food to Arletta’s Pantry to serve low income County residents



Supported by a grant from the Endowment, parishioners volunteered to make a low-income County
resident’s home a safe place to live through painting and repairs on Rebuilding Together Project
Day. The parish members donated plants and other supplies for the project. In 2016, the Rebuilding
effort will be funded by the Outreach Committee.



We prepared 60 lunches (sandwiches, fruit, snack) and six bags of ice to feed the volunteers during
the Montgomery Coalition for the Homeless Build Day



Our parish, supported by the Outreach Committee collected and donated over $4,000 to the Episcopal Relief & Development Fund last year. We raised $1,815 to help earthquake victims in Nepal
and the 2015 ERD Sunday collection was $1,295.



We applauded as our Youth Group and some parish members served people experiencing homelessness and poverty through the ministries of Welcome Table Ministry at the Church of the Epiphany, Grate Patrol, and Charlie’s Place at St. Margaret’s.



A member of our Outreach Committee now serves as a liaison with the Episcopal Center for Children to evaluate their needs and see how Christ Church might participate.



In a new approach to outreach, we established the PROJECT HOPE board as a great way for parishioners to share their passion for a charity with our entire parish family and ask for their support.
The submissions to the board are vetted by the Outreach Committee with specific guidelines that
were agreed to by Outreach Committee. Applications to submit a charitable organization for posting
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on our Project Hope Board can be found on the Outreach table in the vestibule or can be found in
the Outreach section of our website. Once an application is received, and the Outreach Committee
verifies that the Project Hope Guidelines are met, information about the charitable organization is
posted on the PROJECT HOPE board for all to learn about the charity and offer direct support.
Recommendations for 2016:
Our goal is to continue to increase hands-on participation in Outreach activities by more parish members. To this end we are exploring an exciting partnership possibility with the Gilchrist Center for Cultural
Diversity which we will discuss with the parish in 2016.
While we dream of a time when parishioners will come to the Outreach Committee with ideas for projects
or ministries we can support with funding, recruiting and publicizing, until that day, the committee will
continue to take the lead on projects. We know that whenever we ask for help, the parish is there.
We will continue to evaluate how we use the church’s outreach budget, as we move from being a donation-driven ministry to one supported by the entire parish through its stewardship giving. We are committed to assuring transparency to the parish regarding Outreach funding and spending.
Submitted by: Liz Quinn, Chair, Outreach

Report of the Property Committee
Committee members:
Peter Turner, Ann Fox, Mickey Sayles, Hill Carter, Ted Seale, Brenda Rupli, Kurt Ellison, Frank Shaw.
Special thanks to Sarah and Ron Leung, who continued to assist on property matters after Sarah’s term
on the Vestry expired, and to Bob Quinn, who organized volunteers and supplies for the Parish SpruceUp Day.
Goals for 2015:
Spruce up the buildings and grounds to make the Parish more welcoming to our new Rector and newcomers; maintain property within budget.
Accomplishments of 2015:
The parish “green team” kicked off the year by sprucing up the grounds with plantings, weeding and
mulching this spring. Over the summer, we replaced the fire annunciator, bringing our alarm system up
to code – an unexpected, but necessary, expense. In September, approximately 3 dozen people from
the parish showed up to help on Spruce-Up Day. Several volunteers have continued to work on items
on the clean-up punch list since then. The project resulted in:
A spruced-up church environment just in time for our new Rector Emily’s installation.
A day of fellowship for the congregation, through sharing of effort and enthusiasm and a
common purpose.
A new, inviting and comfortable library-lounge for Parish receptions, small groups, and other gatherings
A renewed sense of mission to pursue a refurbishment of the parish kitchen.
Recommendations for 2016:
We are continuing to pursue ideas for renovations of the kitchen, coordinating with an ad-hoc working
group organized by Gail Troussoff Marks. We hope to have another Spruce-Up Day to continue minor
upkeep and improvements, and will look into other special projects for the upcoming year.
Volunteers are welcome! Please contact Frank Shaw or Peter Turner if you’re handy or have a green
thumb and would like to help out.
Submitted by: Frank Shaw, Vestry coordinator for Property Committee
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Report of the Parish Life Committee
Committee members:
Parish Life functions as a loose knit committee that organizes around events. Heading up special event
organization is Jane Aylor. Coffee Hour sign-ups have been handled by Lauren Robinson, Sarah
Haskell, Sharon Bartram and Sue Mitchell. Included below are many on the committee, with apologies
and thanks to those that have helped and are not listed: Gail Troussoff Marks, Sharon Bartram, Jane
Aylor, Aime Keith, Susan Atkinson, Sue Mitchell, Brenda Rupli, Lauren Robinson, Sarah Haskell, Pam
Prindle, Diane Jung, Katharine Gagarin, Diane Mand, Annie Seale, Suzanne Lawrence, Florence Crozier, Betsy Robbins, Katie Wallace, Julianne Clark, Correy Hoffeditz, Mickey Sayles, Mary and Phil
Padgett, Marcia Coe, Emily Barry, Joanne Price, Prescott Bullard
Goals for 2015:
Parish Life Ministry’s goal is to energize the social life of the parish and support opportunities to foster
fellowship. This ministry sponsors all-parish events during the year such as the 12th Night party, the annual meeting luncheon and summer picnics. Parish Life also coordinates fellowship after the 10:00am
service with coffee hours and popsicles on the lawn during the summer. Parish Life supports and/or organizes meals and receptions celebrating events of the Christ Church community.
With the frequency of coffee hours changing to every Sunday, a signup process for the whole parish
was begun rather than tasking Parish Life with coffee hour or popsicles every Sunday. Parish Life responsibilities were divided into special events, decorating, coffee hours and supply maintenance.
Accomplishments of 2015:
Much of 2015 focused on saying goodbyes and hellos.
Receptions: Parish Life hosted a farewell reception for Tim and a welcome reception for Emily, as well
as, a large reception for the formal installation of Emily Guthrie as our Rector.
All Parish Events: The Annual Meeting luncheon was a potluck event in the undercroft. The End-ofSummer picnic featured hamburgers and hotdogs grilled up by Carl Keith and potluck side dishes on the
Franklin St. lawn. Parish Life assisted the Stewardship Committee with the Novemberfest Dinner featuring briskets prepared by Carl Keith. 12th Night Feast of Lights potluck dinner with King cake baked by
Sharon Bartram was a fun success with 60-80 in attendance. We introduced Emily to the singing of the
“12 Days of Christmas” with table by table embellishments.
Coffee Hour Coordination: A signup list is posted in the undercroft for anyone in the church to bring
snacks to go with coffee after the 10am services. Coffee and snacks will be available after every 10am
service along with some time to chat. On selected Sundays there will be programs. Summer popsicles
on the lawn also function in the same manner. Contacts: Lauren Robinson lerob76@verizon.net and
Sarah Haskell shaskell26@gmail.com
Parish Life Bulletin Board: Outside the sanctuary double doors there is a Parish Life bulletin board. With
help from Communications this will become a center for notices of all fellowship events such as Women’s Fellowship Group, the Men’s Group, Young Adults(20’s & 30’s), Prime Timers, Needlework Fellowship, Wednesday Potlucks, and other social activities.
Other Fellowship Groups:
The Women’s Fellowship Group enjoyed a tour of Hillwood Estate and tea afterwards. In December
they had a cookie swap and made cookie platters for homebound parishioners and a couple of local
businesses, including the very appreciative staff at Hardware City. A January brunch had to be cancelled due to snow. All women in the Parish are invited to participate and attend events. Aime Keith
akeith1966@verizon.net is the coordinator for this group.
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The Men’s Group began hosting breakfasts one Sunday a month. Contact: Doug Smith.
Young Adults(20s and 30s) have potlucks once a month. Contact: Karen Fowle karen.j.mcc@gmail.com
Prime Timers meet the 1st Thursday of the month for Fellowship, Lunch, and to hear a speaker from the
Montgomery County Historical Society or community." Contact Diane Mand at dianemand@msn.com
Wednesday Potluck Dinners are in the undercroft the last Wednesday of every month. Contact: Lee
Puricelli
Needlework Fellowship: Meets Wednesday evenings around 7:15-9pm in classroom 5 following Eucharist and/or the potluck dinner. The group works on a variety of needlework and fiber crafts including knitting, sewing, counted cross-stitch and crochet. Members of this group quickly created a stole for Emily’s
installation. All are welcome. Contact: Emily Barry
Christmas Decorating got a bump up this year. Lauren Robinson kept the Christmas season plans moving forward. Robin Atkinson masterminded the luminarias. Sarah Haskell purchased the lights that
adorned the outside bushes. Jane Aylor and Gail Marks helped Flower Guild hang wreaths and decorate the undercroft. Ann Enkiri and the children made decorations for the undercroft tree that was decorated during the December potluck.
Recommendations for 2016:
As the Parish settles in with Emily as our Rector, Parish Life will look toward ways to increase communication about the fellowship groups that exist and add to the opportunities for fun, friendship, and fellowship for all the CCPK community. We will look at whether our committee structure needs to be strengthened.
The vestry member for Parish Life serves as a resource and contact for the Women’s Fellowship Group,
the Men’s Group, Young Adults(20’s & 30’s), Prime Timers, Needlework Fellowship Wednesday Potlucks, and other social activities. These groups function separately from the Parish Life committee and
all-parish organized events but can call on Parish Life if desired.
Submitted by: Gail Troussoff Marks

Report of the Women of Christ Church
The Women of Christ Church meet during the day generally once a month and are a loving community
dedicated to being of service within our parish and beyond our walls. During 2015 we provided lunch for
the Rebuilding Together participants in April and assisted with two parish memorial receptions.
Our annual fund raiser, the Card Game Party, was held on April 18, 2015. Funds raised though this
event and previous ones allowed us to provide over $3000 toward the purchase and installation of our
new CCPK kitchen dishwasher. The Endowment Committee provided the balance of the financial expenditure. The WOCC’S long-standing dream of a user-friendly commercial dishwasher available for all
parish events finally became a reality the summer of 2015!
Submitted by: Mickey Sayles
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Report of the Men’s Group
Committee members:
The members that have been active in meetings and preparing, serving and cleaning up the meals
sponsored by the Men’s Group are: Doug Smith, Pete Marks, Rusty Cleland, Frank Shaw, Phil Padgett,
Max Fowle, Bob Quinn, Peter Gergen, Tom McKay, Robin Atkinson, Ben Haskell, Prescott Bullard, Dylan Thayer, Stewart Rouleau, Doug Leavens, Rusty Cleland, Bill Bruce, Gary Lett, Carl Keith, Peter Bartram, Lew Price, Ramzi Nemo, Jim Kennedy, Lee Puricelli and John Holbrook.
All men are welcome and their participation appreciated. In addition to those listed above, many others
have expressed interest in the group and our goals, but have not been able up to this point to fit meetings or meal service into their schedules.
Goals for 2015:
The Men’s Group formed for the first time in the Fall of 2015. At its first meeting the group decided that there should be three elements to the group: community building, community service and social.
It was determined that building the Christ Church community would be the first goal. To start that process, the group decided to have an All Parish Breakfast once a month between the 8am and 10am services; the first being held on Sunday, October 18th. We also discussed the idea of a broader local community spaghetti dinner once a month, but decided to start with the breakfast.
Community service ideas that were discussed included: a prison ministry, a ministry to the
wounded service men at Walter Reed, spot projects with Rebuilding Together, and offering our energies
to elderly or infirmed parishioners who may need projects done around their homes.
We spent less time talking about social events for the men’s group, but two ideas that got good support
were a “craft beer” tasting and attending a sports event.
Accomplishments of 2015: Don’t be humble! Tell your story so others may celebrate with you.
53 parish members, young, old, male, female and kids joined us for our first all parish breakfast
in October.
The numbers increased in November when over 75 parish member and their friends enjoyed the
November all-parish breakfast.
As part of the Awesome Christmas CCPK Celebration, the Men’s Group sponsored a Post–
Christmas-Pageant Brunch following the Children's Christmas pageant on 12/20. The undercroft was
filled with over 100 children, parents, grandparents and friends smiling, chatting and waiting to be fed.
We scurried to set-up additional tables and place-settings and wondered if we would need a loaves and
fishes miracle to feed the crowd. Frank Shaw scrambled (literally) to add eggs to the menu.
When it was all over, it had been a tremendous success. Everyone was fed. The food was delicious. The kids particularly liked the tater tots. People ate and mingled and shared holiday cheer. The
room was filled with joy thanks to the efforts of the members of the men’s group, the folks in the parish
life ministry, our sexton, Leonard, the families who supplied fruit, treats and desserts, and particularly,
Sharon and Peter Bartram who not only supplied the recipes, but did the bulk of preparing the two main
dishes.
Despite not asking for free-will donations at the Christmas Brunch, the generous donations of
our parishioners at the previous breakfasts have more than off-set the costs of food and preparation.
Recommendations for 2016: Share your insights and wisdom with those who will lead this area in 2016.
The parish meals were in our estimation very successful. Not only in feeding our parishioners,
but helping to bridge the gap between those who attend at different service times. We feel that building a
strong parish community that includes all members and their friends is a critical goal and believe that our
efforts were a good start in that direction.
Moving forward, the group plans to meet in February to consider how we may move beyond
serving meals to the parish to other endeavors: broader service to the wider community, taking on an
outreach project and having fun in social events together.
Comments concerning the kitchen have been forwarded to Parish Life and will be included in
that report.
Submitted by: Doug Smith
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Report of the Inreach Ministries
Members of the Inreach Committee: Nora Buckley, Vestry; Christina Doyle, College Care Packages;
Diane Mand, Prime Timers; Suzanne Shaw, Prayer Tree
Goals for 2015: This ministry exists to help our parishioners enjoy life, know that they are loved and are
being upheld in their time of need.

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES
In December, just before the dreaded final exams were starting, about 8 college students received care
packages from Christ Church. Each package contained a Starbucks gift card, candy and cookies. Each
was wrapped with love. Many thanks to all who supported this ministry. If you'd like to support the
spring ministry, please call Christina Doyle at 301-260-1293 or mail doyle531@hotmail.com
Reported by Christina Doyle

PRIME TIMERS
Committee members: Diane Mand, Nora Buckley, Margaret Douglas
Goals for 2015: We hoped to have a group for seniors that would provide fellowship and an interesting
and informative program.
Accomplishments of 2015: The Prime Timers was established in September 2012 and consists of a
lunch and a speaker from the Montgomery County Historical Society or the community. The following
presentations have been well received this year:
The Country Doctor in the 1800s: The Life & Times of Dr. Edward Stonestreet of Rockville, Jubal Early’s
Attack on Washington, The Georgetown Branch of the B&O-“the little railroad that isn’t”, In Search of
Ghosts in Montgomery County, Divided Nation, Divided Town (One Woman’s Experience), Project Zebra (Secret Project involving the Soviet Union Naval Aviation during WWII), History of the National Park
Seminary at Forest Glen, Still Standing – One-and Two-Room Schoolhouses in Montgomery County
and the Stories They Tell About the Early Days of Public Education.
Recommendations for 2016:
Share your insights and wisdom with those who will lead this area in 2016. We hope to continue with
Prime Timers and hopefully continue to find speakers, and add new members to our group.
Submitted by: Diane Mand Date: Jan 13, 2016

PRAYER TREE
The PRAYER TREE began 14 years ago with the idea that it would be a quiet, intentional ministry of
people who would pray immediately and often for those in critical need of spiritual support and strength
in our parish, our neighborhoods, and elsewhere. We supply emergency prayers, so to speak. Some of
our requests do not go on the Parish Prayer List. All of our requests are confidential.
Currently there are 32 people participating . Many have been members since the ministry began. We
communicate through email. We do not hold meetings nor do we need money. We pray for the sick, the
frightened, the dying, the depressed, the anxious — anyone in need of prayers. We believe in the efficacy of prayers. People for whom we have prayed have told us it has made a difference for them.
If you would like to join this quiet, but active praying ministry, we would love to have you. Contact Suzanne Shaw (f3f4sas@aol.com).
Submitted by: Suzanne Shaw
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Report of the Worship Committee
In 2015 Christ Church Worship Ministries were Alive with Joy, not to mention full of life,
love and possibility!
Not only have we welcomed a new rector and organist and choir master, over the past year, we have
found that our corporate worship is becoming more vibrant, joyful and inclusive. When there is music,
our singing is louder. The Peace is livelier. Our language is more inclusive. We’re even baking our
own bread for communion. In Wednesday evening services we are incorporating Evening Prayer and
centering prayer. With the support of a grant from the Endowment, we are looking at ways to use our 5
p.m. service as a ministry to people not served by traditional Sunday morning worship. There sense that
God is doing something new here and we are all involved.
As I finish my term as vestry member for the Worship Ministries, the thing I most want the parish to
know is how very much each of the ministries that works to make our worship serices beautiful, joyful
and meaningful needs your involvement, and that work in these ministries is a beautiful, joyful and
meaningful way to deepen your connection with God and this community.
The Worship Ministries include the Ushers, Lectors, Chalicists, Healing Ministers, Choir, Musicians
and Altar and Flower Guilds. For many of these ministries, such as Ushers and Lectors, the time commitment is one service per month. Others such as Altar and Flower Guilds, involve several hours over
one weekend a month. Choir members commit to rehearsals and Sunday services. The Sunday evening musicians are very flexible about adding in new volunteers.
If you would like to know more about any of these ministries, just ask someone you see doing the job
on any Sunday. Your curiosity isn’t a commitment. Should you want to volunteer, our ministry leaders
will be happy to give you any training you need and support you along the way. And rest assured, your
help is needed. None of our ministries is in imminent danger of being overstaffed.
Among those understaffed ministries this year in particular, we need to recognize the choir, whose
numbers shrank during the transition, but who provided leadership in music every week. We should also
thank the the music search team: Deborah Bartlett, Ann Hagen-Brickman, Suzanne Shaw, Tom McKay,
Ramzi Nemo, Hill Carter and Rev. Emily Guthrie, for their work which culminated in the hire by Christ
Church of Dr. Theodore Guerrant as our new Organist and Choir Master.
Lastly, as essential as the work of the volunteers who prepare and lead worship is the presence of
each worshiper. Your very being here enhances our worship, your participation elevates it and when
you are not here your absence is felt.
Submitted by:
Eva-Marie Nye
Vestry Member
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Report of the Organist and Choirmaster
Although I have really been officially on board at Christ Church Parish for only a couple of weeks (my
last service at St. Margaret's was on December 27), aside from the two services I played for you during
the late summer/early fall (August 30, and September 26 when Emily was installed as your new Rector,
along with a meeting with your music committee on October 3, Emily's e-mail offer on October 11, and
my contract signing on December 17), I decided that I would put together a few thoughts as a kind of
"Reader's Digest condensed version" of an annual report, if I were to do one now (I just wrote the one
for St. Margaret's which was, of course, much more fact filled since I have been there many times longer
than here). But an organist friend of mine is fond of saying, "There's no business like church business," so, having a pretty good sense of humor most of the time, I thought I would play with one or two
words of the famous song from "Annie Get Your Gun," popularized by the legendary Ethel Merman, to
wit: "There's no business like [church] business Like no business I know Everything about it is appealing
Everything the traffic will allow No where could you have that happy feeling When you aren't stealing
that extra bow There's no people like [church] people They smile when they are low Even with a [hymn]
that you know will fold You may be stranded out in the cold Still you wouldn't trade it for a sack of gold
Let's go on with the show!" And so, leaving behind the heavy downtown traffic of Dupont Circle, I motored north on Connecticut Avenue at the invitation of your music committee and your Rector after 17plus years at St. Margaret's, and here I am.
The fact that both Emily and I came through the same parish is certainly out of the ordinary, but we
were good friends and worked well together at St. Margaret's, and I look forward to working with her
again. I think, without really consulting directly with Emily here, that we both probably want many of the
same things -- gentleness and warmth laced with joy and good humor in our relationships with our faith
community, beautiful, meaningful liturgy and music, a prayerful relationship with God, a sense of moving forward and growing toward ways to enrich our community while reaching out to others, and peaceful, loving, healthy relationships with each and every one of you. For me, music is "love" and "work" -two four-letter words.
And so I came rolling in just after Christmas, trying to make some kind of sense of the choir music folders, bringing speakers for the choir room computer, shelves to go near the organ console, office supplies, metronomes and books of musical terms, plants, and trying simultaneously to learn how to measure myself for a choir robe that fits, re-voice a couple of the more aggressive stops on the organ to make
them "play better with others" and trying to get the MIDI computer in the organ to share the chimes with
the other computer in the organ, asking about things that cost money like more music for the choir (the
Christ Church choral library is sorely in need of upgrading in a big way), dollies to make the two pianos
movable and therefore more user-friendly, humidity control units for the two pianos to better protect
them from extreme temperature and humidity changes, wondering whether the large Knabe grand piano
can be better regulated to have lighter, more efficient movement in its action, re-connecting the longsilent zimbelstern that sits above the old altar, inquiring about the possibility of hiring choral scholars
from University of Maryland undergraduate voice majors to strengthen and support the choir, learning
the liturgical and musical traditions of Christ Church Parish, and even trying not to be too shaken by the
folklore suggesting the possible presence of parish ghosts (no, I really do not like practicing late at night
when someone I can't even see, and definitely prefer not to see, is nearby watching me other than the
Holy Spirit, angels, and saints who are, of course, always most welcome!).
You can really help me to get started by encouraging your fellow parishioners, relatives, neighbors,
friends, and work associates who have pleasant voices (and might even sing in community choral
groups -- they don't have to be Episcopalians!) to join our choir. We're a friendly bunch, bathe regularly,
and would welcome new sheep into our fold! Also, if you will send e-mails to me at
<guerrant@umd.edu> with e-mail addresses of those who play musical instruments within the parish, or
those you know outside the parish (again, they don't need to be Episcopalians!) who would be willing to
come in and play for a service on occasion (preferably as a gift), I would also welcome that information. Building program, like building anything with a solid foundation, takes time, and doesn't happen
overnight, but begins by re-directing the communal energies toward reasonable, appropriate goals, both
short-term and long-term, that are desirable. "Where there is no vision the people perish:" (Proverbs
29:18). So help me by sharing your visions, small and great, and let's work together to see what we can
create and accomplish. As Kym Lucas, the Rector at St. Margaret's, often says, "Our worship is made
what it is because of your presence with us," so all of your gifts are both welcome and appreciated.
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I am delighted to be with all of you in this beautiful community, and look forward to working with Emily,
Kurt, and each and every one of you! - Teddy

Report of the Altar Guild
Committee members:
Susan Atkinson and Emily Barry (Co-Directors)
First Sunday: Sue Mitchell (chair), Kathy McKay, Brenda Rupli, Valerie Thomas
Second Sunday: Emily Barry (chair), Annie Seale, Ted Seale
Third Sunday: Eva-Marie Nye (chair), Susan Atkinson, Katie Wallace
Fourth Sunday: Sheila Gart (chair), Nora Buckley, Anne Myers
Goals for 2015:
The Altar Guild hoped to recruit new members during 2015 and have its membership well-distributed
among the four Sunday groups.
Accomplishments of 2015:
The Altar Guild prepared the three altars in the main sanctuary and chapels for services. For the main
sanctuary, members of the Guild prepared for the three Sunday services and the regular Wednesday
evening service, plus any additional services such as those during Christmas and Holy Week and baptisms or funerals. In addition to setting up for all services, the Altar Guild cared for the Church silver,
brass, vestments, altar hangings, and linens. The Guild also maintained the supplies of communion wafers/bread, wine, liquid paraffin, candles and other items necessary for our services, ensuring that we
were never without these essential supplies. The Guild consists of four teams, with each team being
responsible for services one week per month, plus one of the four Fifth Sundays that occur each year.
Upon the arrival of Rev. Emily Guthrie, Rector, we moved from using commercial communion wafers to
using home-made communion bread, based on a recipe from Emily Guthrie’s mother, for all Eucharist
services. We continue to offer gluten-free wafers as an alternative at all services. Traditional commercial
wafers are used for travel kits.
Emily Barry, Sue Mitchell, and Betsy Robbins are the active members of what we are calling the Bread
ministry and have been making the bread used at Eucharist services. The Bread ministry welcomes anyone with an interest in bread-making and an hour or so once every three to four months. Members of the
Bread ministry need not be members of the Altar Guild. In the fall, the Guild had a meeting, attended by
Emily Guthrie, to discuss and clarify Altar Guild procedures. One outcome of the meeting is that the
Ushers now assist the Altar Guild after the 10:00 service by moving the tables needed for the 5:00 pm
service, which is much appreciated.
Recommendations for 2016:
The Altar Guild actively encourages anyone who is interested to join us. This is a wonderful opportunity
to serve behind-the-scenes in the worship of the church and to connect in a small group environment
with your fellow parishioners. It is a predictable and set once-a-month time commitment. Individuals interested in supporting on a rotating basis are also welcome. If you are interested or have questions,
please contact Susan Atkinson (atkinsonrw@aol.com) or Emily Barry (emilybarry@me.com).
Submitted by: Susan Atkinson and Emily Barry
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Report of the Lay Worship Ministers
(Lectors, Chalicists, Healing Ministers and Eucharistic Visitors)
Members:
Robin Atkinson, Jane Aylor, Ray Barry, Peter Bartram, Sharon Bartram, Yvonne Bryan, Charlie Briggs,
Margaret Buckley, Nora Buckley, Jim Cannon, Hill Carter, Tina Cleland, Marcia Coe, Tony Coe, Kathy
Cowan, Kate Duchelle, Katherine Gagarin, Sheila Gart, Brett Holmgren, Carol Jones, Sharon Judge,
Aime Keith, Elizabeth Lakey, Suzanne Lawrence, Gary Lett, Ron Leung, Anne Meyers, Sue Mitchell,
Bonnie Muheim, Ramzi Nemo, Elspeth Nunn, Susan Patch, Pam Prindle, Lee Puricelli, John Rowan,
Linda Rowan, Teodora Salow, Ann Scherer, Ted Seale, Frank Shaw, Suzanne Shaw, Kitty Shuler, Dylan Thayer, Helen Urquhart, Ruki Willis, Tom Willis, Scott Wykoff, Tamara Zurakowski
Other Lectors:
Susan Atkinson, Grace Carter, Nathan Carter, Rusty Cleland, Ben Haskell, Diane Jung, Gavin Keith,
Creed Keith, Aiden Kilpatrick, Erin Lakey, Anthony Ody, Nancy Ody, Lew Price, Walker Prindle, Bob
Quinn, Annie Seale, Frankie Shaw, Rachel Waechter, & Berlin Waechter, Katie Wallace, Yoko
Sawanobore,
Goals for 2015:
Lay ministers were active in all of our regularly scheduled services, providing approximately 956 volunteer hours as lectors, chalicists, healing prayer ministers and Eucharistic visitors.
Accomplishments of 2015:
Our lay ministers are a valuable part of our worship services, either by their presence as scheduled or
arranging for a substitute, and checking with the Vergers prior to a service in case an extra is needed.
Our “other lectors” provide a wonderful addition to the regular schedule by reading in special services.
We welcomed 3 new members to the ministry during the past year and also bid farewell to 3. Tom Willis
continues to work up the schedule on a quarterly basis. (Thank you, Tom.)
Recommendations for 2016:
We encourage participation in this ministry; just tell a priest or verger of your interest.
Submitted by:

Nora Buckley
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Report of the Flower Guild
Members:
Nora Buckley – Directress*, Frances Brown, Kate Duchelle-Smith, Aime Keith, Gail Marks, Anne Meyers
Goals for 2015:
The Flower Guild arranges and places the flowers or greens in the church and throughout the building.
We adjusted our arrangement schedule so that families that would be away for Thanksgiving and/or
Christmas would be able to see the Harvest Array and the Christmas Flowers.
Accomplishments of 2015:
With a crew of 6, most coming in every week, we arranged flowers for 3 altars, the music room, the offices and hallways. When we discovered that without flowers the youth room altar (which isn’t currently
used for services) became a catch-all for coffee cups, etc, we made several artificial arrangements for
that altar.
The Flower Guild altar display received a number of kudo's for the Christmas decorations-one of the
parish's most important seasons.
We also go on field trips, this year we took a drive to see the cherry blossoms in Kenwood.
Recommendations for 2016:
We welcome additional members. Our scheduling is flexible, so we can work with your scheduling constraints. We would also like better coordination and use of the flower sign-up chart, located on the Parish
Administrator’s office door.
Have opportunities to attend workshops on flower arranging and parish decorating
Submitted by:
Nora Buckley
Directress
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Report of the Vergers
Members:
Nora Buckley, Tony Coe
Goals for 2015:
The vergers work to make the liturgy of our services as beautiful as the physical surroundings of our
building and enrich the worship experience for the congregation, priests, and all participants by coordination and planning, dealing with practical problems as they arise, and eliminating worldly distractions.
Accomplishments of 2015:
Our 10:00 services, as well as special services at Christmas and Easter are under the care of one or
both vergers. Tony is also the official acolyte master.
Tony Coe used his experience and training when The Order of St. John held its Investiture Service
at Saint Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church in Dallas, Texas in November. He was the Master of
Ceremonies and his verger training and experience were invaluable! (Note- one of the largest Verger
Conferences was held at this church several years ago!)
Nora Buckley was able to go to the Annual Conference of the Verger’s Guild of the Episcopal Church
held in St. Louis, Missouri. The information obtained from various workshops (I attended 4) and discussions with other vergers is valuable. She also assisted in the dispensing of oils at our cathedral during
Holy Week.
We wish to thank Anne Meyers for her efforts in making the 8:00 service run smoothly and Lee Puricelli
for the 5:00 service.
Recommendations for 2016:
We will continue working together with our new priest, aiming towards making services as smooth and
joyful as possible.
Submitted by:
Nora Buckley
Head Verger
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Report of the Acolytes
Committee members:
Tony Coe – Advisor* Grace Bullard, Nathan Carter, Hannah Haskell, Ashley Lakey, David Robbins, Molly Woodward, and Dylan Thayer. *Also Nora Buckley
Goals for 2015:
We transitioned from an interim rector, welcomed a new rector, and wanted to adjust to any change the
new rector might want in worship at the Sunday 10:00 am service. We needed to recruit and train new
members to replace acolytes who graduated or left acolyting. We continue to encourage our youth to
take an active part in the worship service through acolyting.
Accomplishments of 2015:
We were successful in adjusting from an interim rector to our new rector in the changes to worship. This
will be a continuing process as we grow together with our rector’s leadership on the way we worship at
the Sunday 10:00 am service. We have been successful in attracting new acolytes to learn their duties
through training by the Vergers and the older acolytes with experience. The acolytes we have are very
dedicated to their duties (e.g. Nathan Carter was present and ready for duty on the January Sunday following a major blizzard). Some of last year’s total of number of Sunday’s serving are: Grace Bullard 21;
Nathan Carter 19, Ashley Lakey 10; Molly Woodward 8; Grace Carter 3; and Dylan Thayer 5.
Recommendations for 2016:
We need to continually look for more acolytes. Encouragement and support by parents are necessary
for success. Parental support is necessary for something as basic as ensuring acolytes are on time before the service. Although there are limitations, it has been successful to provide “on the job” training for
acolytes. Dylan Thayer has helped in the recruiting process and led by example by serving as an acolyte, also.
Submitted by:
Anthony Coe
Verger
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Report of the 2016 Diocesan Convention
On January 30’th 2016 the Episcopal Diocese Of Washington held it 121’st Convention at Washington
National Cathedral. The theme of the Convention was “Engaging a Changing World with an Enduring
Faith in Jesus Christ”. All of the Convention documents can be found at the following URL: http://
www.edow.org/news-and-events/convention// including the agenda, the text of the Bishop’s address,
and all supporting materials for your review.
The primary activities which occur at the Diocese convention include:
·
The Bishop’s address which reviews current state of the Dioceses and the future plans for the
Diocese.
·
The Election of Clergy and Lay Delegates to various open Clergy and Lay offices within the Diocese.
·

A Review and a Vote on the Proposed Diocesan Budget for the next year.

·

Voting on any key proposals which require approval by the Diocese.

·

Voting on any Resolutions which are presented to the Diocese.

The highlight of the Convention is always Bishop’s address on the state of the Diocese. The Convention
is an open event and we encourage all of you to attend in the future to hear the Bishops address in person or via the provided internet streaming as Bishop Mariann is an exceptional speaker who we always
find to be extremely thoughtful, motivating and spiritually inspiring. The full text and a video replay of the
Bishop Mariann Budde’s address can be found at the following URL: http://www.edow.org/article/adecisive-moment-diocesan-convention-address-2016/
After four years as our Bishop, Bishop Marriann feels we have come to a decisive moment in her leadership of the Diocese. The first four years of her leadership have been devoted to building relationships
and trust. We must now turn our gaze to the next four to five years, and the five years after that. The
Diocese of Washington must adapt and engage the world around us so that more people might experience Christ through the treasured spiritual insights and expressions of our church.
There are two main tasks before us. First, I ask you to approve a change in our governance structure
that would rename, realign, and re-invigorate our regions as the foundation for increased collaboration;
and second, to approve a diocesan budget that reflects a shared commitment to our common life and
devotes an unprecedented level of resources to increasing congregational collaboration and financial
health.
Specifically Bishop Mariann is asking all the Parishes in the Diocese to move toward Tithing (providing
10% of their revenue) to the Diocese each year with the intent of providing most of that revenue back to
the Parishes to help with congregational develop and to foster future growth. She is asking Parishes
which are not already Tithing with increasing their contribution rate by 1% per year until they reach the
Tithing point.
The following other items were approved at the Diocesan Convention
·

An updated Diocesan Constitution

At last year’s annual meeting, the Convention passed a proposed restatement of the Diocesan Constitution. The purpose of the restatements is to provide good governance for the Diocese. The Diocesan
Constitution and canons should be stated in a way that meet necessary legal requirements and provide
for transparency, practical administration, and public understanding. The updated Constitution with highlighted changes can be found at the Convention URL listed above.
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·
A renaming and realignment of the regions in Diocese from Numerical Regions (we were Region
4) to geographical based regions (we are now Southern Montgomery County) to increase inter-parish
collaboration and sharing.
The Diocese of Washington will reorganize itself into eight regions for governance and mission after a
unanimous vote at the diocese’s annual convention. The eight new regions are: Southern Maryland,
Northern Prince George’s County, Northern Montgomery County, Central Montgomery County, Southern
Montgomery County, Northern Washington D. C., Central Washington D. C. and Southern Washington
D. C. More information can be found at this URL:
http://www.edow.org/article/convention-approves-new-regional-structure/
Please let your Parish Delegates, Peter Bartram and Hill Carter, know if you have any questions on this
report.
Thank you,
Hill Carter
Diocesan Delegate

Necrology
we remember those who have been buried from Christ Church in 2015

Audrey Higdon
Carl Day
Don Martineau
Hal Slack
Molly Ramcharan
Mary Anne Shull

Baptisms
we welcomed these newly baptized members into the household of God in 2015

Sasha Jeanne Rudgers
Ian Edward Keith
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