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A PRAYER FOR THE PARISH 
 

Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves, 
When our dreams have come true because we dreamed too little,  
When we arrive safely because we sailed too close to the shore.  
 
Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of things we possess,  
We have lost our thirst for the waters of life;  
Having fallen in love with life, we have ceased to dream of eternity;  
And in our efforts to build a new earth,  
We have allowed our vision of the new heaven to dim.   
 
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly,  
To venture on wider seas, where storms will show your mastery.   
Where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars. 
We ask you to push back the horizons of our hopes, 
And to push us into the future in strength, courage, hope, and love. 
 
This we ask in the name of our Lord,  Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

We are a community of doubters, seekers and believers alive with joy! 
 

OUR MISSION 
 

We seek to grow in relationship with God and each other, finding and offering hope in the world through 
God’s love. We are called to: 

 Create a Christian community that welcomes and nurtures the doubters, seekers and believers. 

 Support each other in the spiritual journey to know and follow Jesus Christ. 

 Be a faithful presence in the world by example and service to others. 
We hold fast to the hope of a world made whole by the experience of God’s love and invite all to share 
the quest through worship, ministry, fellowship, and learning. 
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2017 ANNUAL MEETING  
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2017 

Report of Quorum   

  
Opening Prayer 

  
Approval of Agenda 

  
Approval of 2016 Annual Meeting Minutes 

  
Sr. Warden’s Report 
  
Rector’s Remarks 

  
Recognition of Staff 
 

Recognition of Legacy Society 
 
Report of Nominating Committee 

 & Introduction of Candidates for Vestry and  
Diocesan Delegate 

  
Nominations from the Floor 

  
Vote 

  
Recognition of Retiring Vestry Members 

  
Commissioning of New Vestry and Oath of Office 

  
  
Scheduling of 2017 Annual Meeting:  
March 4, 2018 

  
Grace for the Annual Meeting Luncheon 

  
Hymn 376         Joyful joyful we adore thee 

  
Dismissal to the All Parish Luncheon 

  

Peter Bartram, Clerk of the Vestry 

  
The Rev. Emily Guthrie 

  
The Rev. Emily Guthrie 

  
Sharon Bartram, Jr. Warden 

  
                Doug Smith, Sr. Warden 

  
The Rev. Emily Guthrie 

  
 
 

Ted Seale 
 

Frank Shaw 

  
  
 

Sharon Bartram, Jr. Warden 

  
 The Rev. Emily Guthrie 

  
Sharon Bartram, Jr. Warden 

  
The Rev. Emily Guthrie 

  
  

Peter Bartram 

  
 

The Rev. Emily Guthrie  
  

All 
  

Newly elected vestry members  

  

  

  

  
Luncheon in Undercroft 

  
(Vestry members will meet briefly in the parlor following the dismissal.) 
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Minutes of the 2016 Annual Meeting 
 
The 2016 Christ Church Parish Kensington Annual Meeting was called to order at 11:10 a.m. by Rector Emily 
Guthrie. 
 
Bonnie Muheim, substituting for clerk Peter Bartram, announced that there was a quorum:  65 were needed, 88 
were in attendance. 
 
The 2015 Parish Annual Report was distributed. 
  
The agenda was approved by voice vote. 
 
The minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting were approved with no changes by voice vote. 
 
Senior Warden's Report: 
 
This has been a time of transition.  With Emily's call,  we have a promise for the future. 
 
Rector's Report: 
 
Everyday brings people to the church to study, toil, and rejoice - thank you. 
 
The Rector thanked by name some of those who have helped this year -  
Nora Buckley - helps every day 
Deb Bartlett and Roma Hart - provide music at the 5 pm service 
Suzanne Shaw - for refreshing the office. 
 
Looking to the future: 
1.  Let's be open, ready, and act mercifully.  Take risks even if we fail gloriously. 
2.  Be together boldly, spread pastoral care.  (Do more than just one priest can do.) 
3.  We are one of eight churches in the new Diocese of Washington Central Montgomery County Region.  We will 
be working to collaborate and support each other, including youth programs and the 5 pm Sunday service. 
 
 
Nominating Committee Report: 
Kevin Robinson announced the slate of candidates for open Vestry positions: 
Frank Shaw (currently serving a part term, eligible for election to a full 3-year term) 
Betsy Robbins (currently serving a part term by appointment, eligible for election for the final year of the term) 
Doug Smith 
Lance Kilpatrick 
Brad Christmas 
Virginia Blackman (nominated to complete the final year of a term) 
 
Nominations from the floor were open.  None were forthcoming.  It was moved and seconded that nominations be 
closed.  Approved by voice vote.  It was moved and seconded that the slate of candidates be elected.  Approved 
by voice vote. 
 
The investiture of the new vestry members was completed, and thanks given to those going off the vestry. 
 
The Rector thanked the staff:  Kurt, Dylan, Leonard (27 years service), and Teddy.  Ann Enkiri and Mrs. Angeles, 
who were attending to the children of the parish, were to be acknowledged at lunch. 
 
 
The date for the 2017 Annual Meeting was proposed to be the last Sunday of Epiphany: February 26, 2017.    The 
date was accepted by voice vote. 
 
The meeting closed with prayer and dismissal at 12:08 pm. 
 
 
Submitted 10 March 2016 
Minutes taken by Bonnie Muheim, typed and submitted by Peter Bartram, Clerk 
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Report of the Rector 
 

Dear Beloved Community: 
 
It’s all about relationships, isn’t it?  Our relationship with God - however we define God- our relationship 
with one another, both friend and stranger, our relationship with all creation. In 2016, I have experienced 
and celebrate the gift of new and deepening relationships in this of the body of Christ. 
 
There is so much to celebrate at Christ Church, much of which is detailed in the reports that follow.  I 
want to highlight a few things that make my heart sing.  
 
First, 21 new individuals and families, and another 4 returning members have become members in 2015
-2016.  What a complete blessing it is to be graced with the presence, perspective and gifts of those 44 
adults and children!  There is always change – that is the nature of community – let us rejoice in the 
company of fellow travelers on the Way for a season or for a lifetime.  
 
Second, I’d like to sing the praises of our staff team. 2016 heralded the arrival of both Dr. Theodore 
Guerrant and Madison Chase! Teddy’s musical prowess on organ, piano and harpsichord, direction of 
the choir, contribution to the liturgy, and incredible pastoral presence have been a Godsend. It’s no won-
der that the choir has more than doubled. I am so grateful for his ministry. I am also grateful to the choir 
for embracing Teddy and fostering a community that is about so much more than music.  
 
After saying goodbye to Dylan Thayer in July, Madison hit the ground running in September 2016. 
Would that we were all 13 or 15 and get to hang out with her on Sunday mornings or be involved in the 
teen program at CCPK. Madi is a delight to have on staff.   
 
Then there are the dedicated ministries of our remarkable Parish Administrator, Children’s Minister, 
Nursery Caregiver and Sexton. Kurt Ellison, our pastoral associate masquerading as a 16-armed admin-
istration guru for nearly 10 years, is essential to the well-being and smooth functioning of the parish.  
Ann Enkiri’s calm, creative and loving spirit radiates from her, serving our youngest babes and our wise 
teachers alike for more than 8 years.  Angeles Lara has been a faithful and loving presence in our 
nursery for two years now.  Lenord Hawkins, now in his 28th year at CCPK, continues to offer his minis-
try of caring for the building and the community, as he prepares spaces for all of us to worship, cele-
brate, meet and work. Together your staff team embraces a vision of supporting and serving YOU.   
 
Third, leadership is evidenced at CCPK in myriad ways, some behind the scenes with little recognition 
and some visible for all to see!  I am utterly grateful for the leadership of all the various ministries. 
 
I do want to thank our Sr Warden Doug Smith who offers his somehow simultaneously laid back and 
energetic wisdom weekly and Jr Warden Sharon Bartram, who (contrary to the length of her report!) is 
unfailingly generous, willing to help or gently nudge in any way needed for the good of the whole.  
 
The vestry seeks to effect several outcomes in 2016 and 2017, improving internal and external commu-
nication with the creation of a new photo directory, updated website and increased social media pres-
ence; becoming an increasingly inviting church equally focused on incorporation of visitors and mem-
bers into the life of the congregation; expanding our footprint and increasing active engagement with the 
surrounding neighborhood and mid-county area; and enhancing the reach and impact of our pastoral 
care, with a coordinated lay team working with the Rector.  
 
In addition to assisting with the above, Lee Puricelli, the Adult Education team and I will be working to 
offer more consistent Sunday morning offerings and diverse array of courses throughout the year. In 
worship, we will invest in the beautiful 5pm service. Look for evidence of all of these initiatives in 2017!  
 
I am continually wowed by the generosity of this parish family – with your time, your money and your 
spirit. Thank you for your commitment to the church and to one another. As worship is the bedrock of 
our corporate lives, I thank the team that facilitates our worship: head verger and flower power Nora 
Buckley and her flower guild team; Emily Barry and Susan Atkinson and the altar guild team; 8am ser-
vice wonders Anne Meyers, Calvin Smith and Bob Durbin; 10am musicians and singers, plus the dedi-
cation of Brad Christmas and usher team, Tony Coe, Pam Prindle and all chalicists, lectors, acolytes, 
and healing ministers; Children’s Chapel leaders including Ann, Cindy Winder, Barbara Ferry; Wednes-
day verger Charlie Briggs; and 5pm service leaders Lee Puricelli, Eva Nye, Roma Hart and Deb Bartlett.  



 

7 

 
Finally, I want to thank all who were involved in the Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service. Our hos-
pitality helped the hundreds who participated affirm and celebrate that which binds us together in a frac-
tious time in our collective lives. Our relationships with our neighbors is increasingly important - whether 
through Comfort Cases, Rebuilding, support of Arcola Elementary, our past and future support of fellow 
places of worship, to name a few.  
 
It is our privilege and challenge to live into our calling to be a manifestation of the beloved community in 
which Christ is manifest, and a school of love to send us into the world to encounter Christ in all creation, 
in each person, and most of all - as Jesus teaches, and the Gospels and Prophets urge -  in and through 
those with whom we are called to stand, as we practice bringing healing and loving-kindness, doing jus-
tice, and walking humbly together with God.  
 
As I approach the 2nd anniversary of my time with you, I am ever more humbled by the ministry of all 
those around me, and excited about the future of our ministry together. It is my privilege and honor to 
serve as your priest and rector.  
 
With blessings, gratitude and love, 
 
 
Emily 
 
 
i We had 18 new pledging households in 2016; 6 of whom were new to the congregation in 2015, 12 in 
2016. Another 7 became regular giving members in 2016.   
 
ii At least six active members moved out of the area in 2016: Louise Gorman, Jenny Lester, Bonnie Mu-
heim, the Doyle family, the Vicente family, and the Little family.  Three past pledging members found a 
different path or place of worship.  We grieve the loss of Anthony Ody, Don Maloney, John Anderson, and 
Jim Somervell. There is a growing group of members who cannot attend services anymore due to illness 
or mobility.  One challenge in 2017 is to ensure that we remain engaged with those who cannot come, or 
cannot come very often.  
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Report of the Senior Warden 
 

2016 was the second year that our parish identified itself as “Alive with Joy,” and it certainly lived up to that state-
ment. New ideas bubbled up from within the parish, new ministries took root, new personnel took over and added 
their talents to established programs, and new families joined our parish community. In her first full year our new 
rector, Reverend Emily Guthrie, inspired us with thought-provoking sermons and touched each of us with her joy-
filled personality.  It was a great year to be part of the Christ Church family.  
 
The first big change of 2016 occurred in January when Dr. Theodore M. Guerrant (Teddy) joined us as our Organ-
ist and Choir Master. Bringing his extensive experience, gentle persona and musical skill, Teddy’s talents grew our 
choir both in personnel and in breadth and scope of our music. His “Bach and Friends” organ recital in September 
was an incredible success, bringing the art of music performance back into our building and introducing Christ 
Church to the wider community. 
 
In 2016, new approaches and ministries were driven by the passion of our parishioners. One of the new ideas that 
rose from within the parish was our support for the Comfort Cases program which delivered 105 Comfort Cases 
for children going into foster care and $500 for their supplies. Another was a parishioner-driven discussion of vio-
lence and healing.  
 
Our youth were shepherded by Dylan Thayer through July and grew in spirituality through his ministry which in-
cluded fighting to end world hunger by participating in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine and the amazing experi-
ence of their pilgrimage to Pine Ridge Reservation, South Dakota.  In September, Madison (Madi) Chase took over 
as our Interim Youth Minister and has continued to engage our young adults and energize the youth community 
and their spiritual development. 
 
Another sign of the life and joy at Christ Church was our successful Stewardship campaign which saw an increase 
in the total pledge amount and the support of eighteen new pledging households. This assures a working and work-
able budget that will allow us to continue to work towards fulfilling our mission and strive to help create God’s 
kingdom on earth. 
 
Finally, as I complete my first year as Senior Warden, I would like to express my thanks to all who have worked so 
hard to support our parish community and show God’s love, especially the dedicated and talented members of the 
Vestry and the many ministry leaders. God bless you all. 
 
Respectfully,  
Doug Smith 

Report of the Junior Warden 
 

Our Garden Columbarium, which was completed and dedicated in the spring of 2015, is now the final 
resting place of five of our former members.  Thirteen of the seventy available niches have been re-
served.   
 
We were able to obtain a second defibrillator through the Endowment Fund Grant.  This defibrillator is 
located in the Undercroft near the door that goes up to the Sanctuary. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Sharon Bartram 
Junior Warden 
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Report of the Nominating Committee 
 

Members of the Nominating Committee: 
 
Bob Quinn, Doug  Smith, Susan Atkinson, Maggie Buckley, Betsy Robbins, Brian Woodward, Lee Pu-
ricelli, Frank Shaw, The Rev. Emily Guthrie 
 
Vestry:  This year, the Parish will be electing four members of the Vestry to full three-year terms.  The 
Nominating Committee’s nominees are: 
 
Yvonne Bryan 
Ken Amaditz 
Barbara Ferry 
Virginia Blackman 
 
Yvonne and Ken are running for the first time.  Barbara would be returning to the Vestry after serving in 
the mid-2000s.  Virginia was elected last year to a one-year term, filling out the remaining year of a Ves-
try member who was unable to complete that term, and is running again this year for a full term. 
 
Diocesan Convention Delegates:   
 
In addition, the Parish is eligible to elect two Delegates to the Diocesan Convention, and we elect an 
Alternate in case one of the regular Delegates is unable to attend the Convention.  Under the Parish 
bylaws, Delegates are to be elected to two-year terms, in alternate years.  A few years ago we were 
eligible to send three Delegates to Convention, and would elect two in one year and the third delegate 
in the alternating year.  When our delegate count was reduced from three delegates to two, we stopped 
alternating, electing both Delegates in the same year.  This year, to get us back on track, we will elect 
one Delegate to a two-year term, and one Delegate to a three-year term. 
 
Ray Barry is running for a two-year term 
 
Kathy McKay is running for a one-year term 
 
Bill Bruce is running for a two-year term as the Alternate 
 
 
Submitted by:  Frank Shaw 
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Report of the Treasurer 
 
 
In 2016 we passed a deficit budget, projecting a net operating deficit of $20,718.  While pledge income was 
below expectations, other unexpected income enabled us to end 2016 slightly better than estimated, with a 
net operating deficit of $8,927.  A summary of the fiscal results from 2011 through 2016 is shown below: 
 
Analysis of Parish Income 
 

 
 
 
Our total operating income for 2016 has improved over that of 2014 and 2015, indicating that we are suc-
cessfully coming out of the transition with a new rector.  While the amount of our income was less than we 
had budgeted due to a shortfall in the expected stewardship income, that was largely because of the difficul-
ty of estimating 2016 pledge income in late 2015.  
 
 
Parish Expenses 
 
Expenses in 2016 were slightly higher than 2015, but were less than budgeted. The net effect was that alt-
hough we had budgeted a $20,718 deficit, we ended 2016 with only a $8,927deficit.   
 
 
Our Cash Position 
 
We ended 2016 with $122,735 in our operational checking account.  This is offset by $7,847 in accounts 
payable and $21,504 in undistributed Endowment grant funds.  The balance of our reserve account within 
our Diocesan Funds account is $54,147.  The Capital Reserve’s balance is $39,625. The Operational Re-
serve’s balance is $168,309. This balance meets our guideline of having enough of a reserve to cover oper-
ating expenses for two to four months (at an estimated average of $45,393 per month for 2016 and $48,434 
projected for 2017).   
 

  2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Unrestricted Income 653,753 623,976 576,742 501,274 454,801 495,107 

Restricted Income 47,367 37,112 28,466 23,092 40,079  40,679 

Total operating Income $701,120 $661,088 $605,208 $524,365 $494,880 $535,786 

        

Personnel Expense 462,439 400,874 384,827 339,322 323,264 330,823 

Property Expense 83,832 90,020 75,227 80,542 83,959 83,156 

Ministry & Admin. Expense 164,212 150,808 141,484 115,805 111,100 130,734 

Total Operating Expense $710,483 $641,702 $601,538 $535,669 $518,323 $544,713 

        

Net Operating income ($9,363) $19,386 $3,670 ($11,304) ($23,443) ($8,927) 
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Our Operational Budget for 2017 
 

 
 
 
As shown above, this again is a deficit budget.  Although pledge income did not reach our estimate for 
2016, the amount pledged is significantly higher for 2017.  This is the second year in a row when the 
amount pledged is greater than the previous year.  This is a positive indication that we may be able to 
attain a balanced budget in 2018.  
 
For the 2017 budget year, we need to: 

 Increase the number of pledges made. 
 
Continue to carefully monitor both income and expenses to ensure that we meet the parish’s goal of fi-
nancial stability. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bonnie Douglas, Treasurer 
 
 

Budget 2016 Actual 2016 Budget 2017

Income

Stewardship 387,000$     349,872$     390,450$      

Other unrestricted income 119,298       145,235       126,171        

Restricted income 39,949         40,679         49,850          

546,247$     535,786$     566,471$      

Expenses

Personnel 339,746$     330,823$     342,761$      

Real property 91,970         83,156         89,400          

Ministry & other 135,249       130,734       149,049        

566,965$     544,713$     581,210$      

Net Income (20,718)$      (8,927)$        (14,739)$       
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Report of the Budget and Finance Committee 

Committee Members:   
 
Robin Atkinson (chair), Hill Carter, Kurt Ellison, Ted Seale, Bonnie Douglas, Doug Smith, and Bob 
Quinn. The committee met monthly in 2016 to review the parish’s financial activity for the preceding 
month. 
 
Goals for 2016 
 
The committee hoped to move closer to the goal of a balanced budget in 2016. However, we realized 
that achieving a balanced budget would be difficult given that the 2015 deficit was $23.4k. 
Accomplishments in 2016 
 
For the second year in a row the parish finished the fiscal year with a smaller budget deficit than had 
been projected: $8.9k vs $20.7k. 
 
The committee was able to move $12k of the earnings from Columbarium niche sales to the parish’s 
operational checking account. We have now repaid $27k of the original $53k loan from that account, 
which was used to finance the Columbarium addition. 
 
Committee members spent the last 3 months of the year soliciting 2017 budget proposals from ministry 
leaders, negotiating  spending reductions in certain areas, and integrating that data with the results of 
the stewardship campaign to build the 2017 budget.  
 
Recommendations 
 
The projected budget deficit for 2017 is $14.7k. In comparison, the budget for 2015 carried a projected 
deficit of $33k. We are making progress toward our goal of achieving an equilibrium between income 
raised and parish expenditures for a budget year. In 2017 the committee will continue to monitor spend-
ing and the collection of pledge income on a monthly basis, alert the Vestry when areas of concern 
arise, and recommend actions when necessary that would keep CCPK’s finances on their present 
course. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Robin Atkinson 
Chair, Budget and Finance Committee 
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Report of the Endowment Committee 
 
 
Committee members:     

Chair (member of the Parish)  Chair-   Ted Seale 

Three members by position:  Rector –   Emily Guthrie 

     Senior Warden-  Doug Smith 

     Treasurer-  Margaret Douglas 

Three members of Vestry:     Robin Atkinson 

        Sharon Bartram 

        Frank Shaw 

Three members of the Parish:     Suzanne Lawrence 

Tim McLellan 

       Peter Turner 

 

Goals for 2016 were:  

 

- meet quarterly; 

- continue good financial oversight of the invested funds; 

- receive and review proposals for mission and ministry grants;  

- award the approved grants; 

- monitor progress of grants; 

- review the investment statements of the fund; 

- prepare plans for April 10, 2016 brunch to honor Legacy Fund members; 

- prepare plans for April 10, 2016 workshop on estate planning/Endowment; 

- update a brochure for planned giving and coordinate with Stewardship. 

 

Accomplishments of 2016:  

 

Our funds are invested in the Diocesan Investment Fund and at year end 2016, the market value of the 

Endowment Fund totaled $586,919.03, an increase of $23,793.85 or 4.23% over the amount at year end 

2015 of $563,125.18.  Income to the Fund totaled $14,514.98 with $14,414.98 from investments and 

$100.00 from contributions. Expenses totaled -$1,096.45.  Investment net gains totaled $28,092.92.  A 

transfer of $17,718.00 was made from the Endowment Fund for the 2016 Mission and Ministry Grant 

Awards and administrative expenses. The transfer results in a net ending market value of $586,919.03 

for 2016. 

 

 

The committee held two sessions for grant applications: one in March and one in September.  The annu-

al distribution of the Endowment Fund may be made only for the following purposes (Categories for Mis-

sion and Ministry Grants): 

 

 Capital needs of the Parish that are beyond the reasonable scope of the annual operating budget of 

the Parish; 

 Outreach ministries and grants of a scope and nature beyond the ordinary scope of the operating 

budget of the Parish; and, 

 Seed money for new ministries and special one-time projects. 

The following awards were made: 
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Recommendations for 2017:  

- meet quarterly; 

- continue good financial oversight of the invested funds; 

- receive and review proposals for mission and ministry grants and make awards; 

- honor Legacy Fund members at annual meeting February 26, 2017; 

- update a brochure for planned giving and coordinate with Stewardship; 

- prepare plans to invite new members to join Legacy Society; 

- evaluate 5-year performance of investment fund and select incumbent/new advisor. 

 

Submitted by:  Ted Seale, chair      

Mission and Ministry Grant Awards 2016 

  
Project Name 

  
Category 

Grant Amount Purpose 

CPR/2
nd

 AED 1 $1,744.00 A second defibrillator in undercroft. 

Music – 
Hello Dollies 

  
1 

  
$4,000.00 

Repair, tune up and new dollies for pianos and 
Zimbelstern 

Undercroft-New Tables 1 $5,500.00 12 new rectangular and 10 new round tables 

Altar Guild- Washer/
Dryer 

  
1 

  
$1,500.00 

Transportation and installation for donated W/
D for on-site laundry 

Youth – South Dakota 
Trip 

2 $500.00 Additional gas money for van transportation to 
and from site 

Kitchen – Safety fixes 1 $3,000.00 Funds for immediate repair of safety issues in 
kitchen. 

5 o’clock service – mu-
sic program 

3 $10.000.00 Funds to insure full year of paid musicians for 
5 o’clock service; evaluate program in 9/2017 
for 2018 budget. 
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Report of the Stewardship Committee 
 

Committee members:   
 
Brad Christmas (Vestry Chair); Mariana Nork (Co-Chair); Diane Mand; Sharon Bartram; Doug Smith; 
Pam Prindle; Virginia Blackman; Lance Kilpatrick; Kurt Ellison.  
 
Goals for 2016:  

 
Reverse the decline in pledges experienced over the past few years 
Continue and strengthen the “Alive with Joy” concept 
Receive pledges totaling $450,000 
Celebrate the importance of giving and recognize the efficiency and excellence of Parish administration. 
 
Accomplishments of 2016:   
 
Continuing with the shortened six-week campaign, we were able to raise $417,760 in pledges.  While 
this result was short of our $450,000 goal, it is still an exceptional outcome.  The total pledged amount 
was the highest since 2013.  The average pledge amount of $3,165 was the highest in recent memory.   

 

 

 
Like last year, we engaged members of the parish to provide spoken and written testimonials about 
Christ Church and its importance in their lives.   At the conclusion of the campaign, we celebrated and 
thanked the parish with a Novemberfest event.  
 
Recommendations for 2017: The stewardship campaign would benefit by the addition of one additional 
co-chair to the committee.  Ideally this person would a regular attendee of the 8:00 am or 5:00 pm ser-
vice and would be available to handle communications at those services. 
 
Submitted by: Brad Christmas   

Year Total $ Number of Pledges Average Pledge Amount 

2013 $530,089 198 $2,677 

2014 $417,375 161 $2,592 

2015 $377,789 141 $2,679 

2016 $413,474 141 $2,932 

2017 $420,360 134 $3,137 



 

16 

Report of the Parish Administrator 
 
 
The mission of the office is to support and enable the ministry of Christ Church.  In 2016 our team in the 
office included our Parish Administrator, Kurt Ellison; and Lenord Hawkins, our faithful sexton of 28 
years.    
 
Ministry in the office is particularly wide ranging and never dull. Anything can, and frequently does hap-
pen during a typical week at Christ Church. We handle problematic HVAC units, budget questions, 
pledge questions, newcomers, electrical emergencies, power outages, crashing computers, pledge 
statements, the weekly bulletins, baptism certificates, mass mailings, wedding parties, funerals, ac-
counts payable and receivable, payroll, space usage, outside groups, recording contributions, snow 
emergencies, vestry meetings, pastoral emergencies, and parishioners’ needs – just to name a few.  
While the minutia keeps me busy, the heart of administration is a sense of ministry, which is something I 
take seriously in the parish office. 
 
Amid the myriad of routine tasks which take place “behind the scenes” I am particularly proud to have 
assisted with several church accomplishments in 2016: 
 
Labor Day Parade—For the second year in a row, Christ Church has marched in the local Kensington 
Labor Day Parade, with banners flying, coordinating t-shirts, as well as frisbees and candy to give away 
to kids.  It was a privilege to help make this happen.  Getting the word out about Christ Church to the 
community is important (and really fun)!  
 
Helping to Make Christmas Awesome - Christmas is a time when so many people from the communi-
ty come to us for worship - this past Christmas we sent a post card invitation out to thousands of our 
Kensington community to let them know we were ready to welcome them for Christmas services!  Parish 
Life, the Worship Team, and Children’s Christian Formation team really did make Christmas AWE-
SOME!    
 
Supporting the Stewardship Campaign — We have really turned a corner on our stewardship situa-
tion in 2016 - it was our joy to welcome 18 new pledging households into the Christ Church family!   
 
Managing the Christ Church Facilities — Careful stewardship of our building has left us with no de-
ferred maintenance.  Our property and grounds team keeps on top of needed repairs in both the rectory 
and church facility. Lenord Hawkins, our faithful sexton helps keep the church in order as we welcome 
the many people who darken our doors during the week for Al-Anon meetings, AA meetings, Zumba, 
EFM, as well as Sunday worship.  
 
Supporting the Finance Committee - Working with our finance team to effectively manage Christ 
Church’s resources is a joy.  Christ Church is blessed with a finance team focused on supporting the 
mission of Christ Church.   
 
Welcoming New Staff Members This year we welcomed Madison Chase as our new Youth Minister, 
and Teddy Guerrant celebrated his first year with us!  We are a small but mighty team, and helping Ted-
dy and Madi get oriented to CCPK has been a joy. 
 
Thanks 
 
I would like to thank those who have volunteered in any capacity in the office during 2016.  Without 
these folks, we just would not be able to do the voodoo that we do do: 
 
Our office volunteers; Sharon Bartram, Sue Mitchell, and Nancy Gagne  
Our counters: Ted Seale, Bob Hoffman, Doug Smith, Joan Edler; and a very special “thank you” to retir-
ing counter, Louise Gorman.   
 
Serving you as your Parish Administrator these past ten years has been a true privilege!  
 
Kurt Ellison 
Parish Administrator 
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Report of the Children’s Christian Formation Ministry 
 

Committee members: 
 
Juana Angeles, Cynthia Winder, Barbara Ferry, Karen Fowle, Stephanie Feller, Teodora Sallow, Virginia 
Blackman, Shannon Finn, Kitty Shuler, Liz Quinn, Dianne Jung, Ann Enkiri, Brian Woodward 
 
Goals for 2016:  
 
Our overarching goal remained to serve children and families with children by offering Christ-centered 
spiritual formation through loving Nursery care, engaging worship experiences, religious education in the 
Episcopal tradition, and parish life activities celebrating the liturgical year. Our complimentary goals were 
to affirm each child’s unique personhood and to nurture their growth in knowing, loving and serving God.  
Finally, we committed to pursuing our mission in a Safe Church environment through volunteer comple-
tion of the diocesan program, Safeguarding God’s Children. 
 
Many of our Children’s Ministry hopes are recurring each year and these include: 
 

 Grow adult participation in the Children’s Chapel Ministry during the 10 AM Service.   

 Find a Children’s Chapel music volunteer to help us worship through song and prepare for the 
Christmas pageant. 

 Enlist three teams of Sunday School teachers in order to offer three different grade-level classes in 
the fall. 

 Promote more regular attendance of Sunday School. 

 Encourage adult and youth parishioners to volunteer time for Vacation Bible School. 

 Display children’s artwork prepared both at Chapel and in class. 
 
Other hopes identified in the course of year, were: 
 

 Offer Nursery coverage for special evening liturgies such as Christmas Eve and Epiphany. 

 Make Vacation Bible School accessible to families needing full-day childcare and to any for whom 
cost was an obstacle. 

 Offer Grade 4 & 5 students the opportunity to co-lead a service project in coordination with Grade 6 
Youth Group members. 

 Improve communication with parents, parishioners, and the wider community. 
 
 
Accomplishments of 2016:   
 
We are proud that the ethos of our ministry is one of respectful and joyful welcome of each child--exactly 
where he or she is on that particular Sunday morning or at that particular event.  (This sounds easier to 
do than it sometimes is!) While it is a simple place to begin, it is an important place as Jesus himself 
taught when he instructed some officious disciples to let the little children come to him.  We hope that 
with consistent welcoming of the whole child, each one will feel appreciated as a unique child of God, 
valued as a member of the gathered group, and respected for sharing time and talents with us. While we 
each come to church ready and eager to share a Bible story and lesson of faith, we also arrive ready to 
learn with and from our students, who truly amaze us with their kindness, thoughtfulness, sense of fair-
ness, and love of God, family, friends, and animals.  
 
Here are some of the good things that happened either anew or again in the Children’s Ministry in 2016: 

 
New Easter Sunday Egg Hunt, coordinated with Youth Ministry, offered fun for parish and visiting 

children. 
 
Vacation Bible School, newly extended outreach by offering full-day option for families needing 
workday child care and enrolled 30 children. Through the paid enrollment of parish families, nonpar-
ish guests were served.  Every registrant did contribute.  VBS received volunteer support from adult 
parishioners: Dianne Jung, Kate Duchelle, Gail Troussoff, and Stefanie Feller and also from youth 
parishioners: Ellie, Cora and Casey. 
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Two assistants for Children’s Chapel—identified by Rev. Emily Guthrie and then successfully 
recruited in the fall.  Cynthia Winder and Barbara Ferry are helping to grow this ministry, add over-
sight for the children, and supplement the time together with differing perspectives, activities, and 
talents. 
 
Teaching Roster to Staff Three Sunday School Classes:  Karen Fowle, Stefanie Feller, Teodora 

Salow, Virginia Blackman, Shannon Finn, Kitty Shuler and Liz Quinn. 
 
Advent Afternoon Out, coordinated with Youth Ministry, provided fun for children of all ages and 

featured a small service project for Bethesda Cares. 
 
Christmas Pageant, a joint production of Chapel and Sunday School volunteers with gratitude for 

guidance and support from Emily and Teddy. 
 
 
Recommendations for 2017:   
 

 Our Ministry could only benefit from having quarterly or bi-monthly meetings to assign roles for des-
ignated Sundays, discuss upcoming themes, and share ideas for growth and intentions.   

 Develop grade-level teaching objectives for Sunday School curricula with a focus on preparing. 

 Develop children’s participation in Sunday’s liturgy, beginning with their current role of bringing up 
the gifts, with a goal of preparing Grade 4 & 5 students as prospective acolytes. 

 Coordinate with Ministry members to execute plans for Grade 4 and 5 to co-lead a service project. 

 A planning meeting for Vacation Bible School 2017 in which we aspire to serve CCPK children and 
neighbors.  Publicize and open VBS registration earlier.  Actively recruit adult and youth volunteers 
well in advance. 

 Invite Ministry members to share their ministry experience in an article for the Newsletter.  Interview 
our children and parents about their Children’s Ministry program experiences for the Newsletter. 

 Develop parental awareness of how we value their children’s regular participation in both Chapel 
and Sunday School and how their participation grounds the children for the week ahead. 

 Send out letter of invitation over summer highlighting upcoming school year’s activities from special 
Nursery coverage through class curricula. 

 Work with other CCPK groups and Emily to further integrate children into parish life. 
 
 
Submitted by: Ann M. Enkiri  
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Report of the Youth Ministry 
 

Committee members:  
Madison Chase (Youth Minister), Katie Wallace, Lori Pujol, Rena Godfrey (Youth Team Members). 
 
Goals for 2016:  
 
2016 signaled a new chapter in youth ministry with the departure of our beloved Dylan Thayer. He started the cal-
endar year off strong with weekly Bible study; opportunities for service, such as Grate Patrol; experiential opportu-
nities to explore faith in action, like 30 Hour Famine; and fellowship opportunities, like laser tag. After taking on 
the position in August, I decided to continue including all four of these types of activities in the youth program, to 
ensure the ongoing development of well-rounded youth in our church. 
 
Beyond activities, I sought to engage in a deeper, more relevant dialogue about our roles as Christians in our com-
munities, our country, and our world. The contentious political battles of the past four months are no secret; re-
gardless of party affiliation or ideology, one can certainly agree these events also affect our youth. Therefore, I 
strove to make youth group a safe, supportive environment for our teens to explore their identities as followers of 
Jesus through lectionary-based scripture study and discussion, especially in the context of current events. I also 
tried to connect our outside activities to this philosophy. 
 
Accomplishments of 2016:   
 
From what I continue to hear, the mission trip to Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota was a high point for the 
youth in 2016. The youth were humbled to work with the Lakota Sioux people through home improvement pro-
jects and Kids Club. They were also quite taken with the beauty of the Badlands: some youth described seeing 
them as being a wholly spiritual and awe-inspiring experience. Of course, none of that trip would have been possi-
ble without the help of chaperones Bob Hoffman and Rena Godfrey, to whom we owe many thanks. 
 
With that great respect for God’s creation in mind, I offered Rutland, Vermont, as a mission trip option for the 
youth this year, along with Queens, NY, and Taylorsville, NC. The allure of the Green Mountains won out, and 
there are now SEVENTEEN youth signed up for the trip! The whole youth team is floored to have that many teens 
ready to steward to the environment and our Vermonter brothers and sisters. I’m very blessed to have Rena along 
for the trip again this year – her prior experience with mission trips is invaluable. 
 
Our most often-occurring activity is, obviously, youth group on Sunday mornings. We continued to meet every 
Sunday after the 10 am service in the youth loft, with an average of eight youth attending each week (but some-
times drawing as many as twelve!). We even gained a few new youth, who have shown great spiritual and personal 
growth in the few months I’ve known them. Many thanks to Lori Pujol and Katie Wallace for attending nearly 
every Sunday meeting, connecting on a personal level with the youth, and being excellent sounding boards for 
what’s working in youth group. 
 
The youth have found important ways to become active in parish life, and the parish has been generous in its sup-
port. Ushering, helping out with Children’s Chapel, and serving as acolytes: CCPK youth have done it all. Having 
the youth active in all parts of the church has helped them envision themselves as church members, and not just 
“kids”. I’ve been particularly touched by the resounding congregational support that each youth event draws. The 
chili fundraiser was especially incredible – over ten gallons of chili were made and sold by the youth, raising over 
$1,000 for our mission trip! (Extra special thanks to Tara Flynn and Ginna Goodenow for organizing the chili-
making worker bees.) 
 
Last, but most certainly not least, I have witnessed the formation and development of many great friendships 
among the youth. Some had never spoken to one another before engaging in an activity together; some knew each 
other just in passing from school and church, but fostered a deeper connection over time. These bonds are such an 
important part of youth ministry: the better the youth know one another, the more ready they feel to open up about 
their faith and meaningfully explore their relationship with God. It has been such a privilege to get to know these 
youth, and I relish the opportunity to continue seeing them through their faith journeys in the coming months.  
 
Recommendations for 2017:   
 
As I continue to stumble my way through this ministry, I hope to offer more opportunities for serving others as 
Jesus asks us to do. Simply talking about loving one another can be kind of abstract when there are still people who 
need to be fed, clothed, and cared for. My hope is that exposing our youth to these opportunities will inspire them 
to consider their role in the Christian family and the world, and how they can shape both for the better. 
 
Submitted by: Madison Chase  
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Report of the Membership Committee 
 

Goals for 2016: 
 
Develop a strategic plan to define what Membership means, and ascertain the various rungs on the lad-
der of engagement with CCPK 
 
Secure funding for Membership-specific outreach 
 
Develop “Welcome” signage for church entrances 
 
Collaborate with other Vestry members to determine and leverage synergies 
 
Schedule a “newcomer” welcoming event  
 
Continue vestry rotation for vestry to greet newcomers at the 10AM Sunday service 
 
 
Accomplishments of 2016: 
 
Strategic plan developed and ladder of engagement rungs defined 
 
Funding for Membership-specific outreach secured 
 
Collaboration of Vestry members ongoing 
 
Continued vestry rotation for vestry to greet newcomers at the 10AM Sunday service 
 
 
Recommendations for 2017: 
 
Create a list of church attendees who could be defined as “newcomers” 
 
Execute Welcome signage 
 
Determine date for Newcomer Event 
 
Recruit formal Membership Committee participants 
 
Collaborate with other ministries to help welcome newcomers 
 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Lance Kilpatrick 
 
Vestry Member 
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Report of the Outreach Committee 
 

Committee Members:  
 
Emily Barry, Peter Bartram, Sharon Bartram, Charles Briggs (Recording Secretary), Tina Cleland, Judy 
David, Kate Duchelle, Barbara Ferry, Sarah Haskell, Dianne Jung, Sue Mitchell, Eva Nye, Lee Puricelli, 
Bob Quinn, Liz Quinn (Chair), Paul Robbins, Lauren Robinson, Virginia Sheard, Doug Smith, Victoria 
Thanos, Cynthia Winder 
 
Goals for 2016:    
 
Our goal for 2016 was to continue to increase hands-on participation in Outreach activities by more par-
ish members, becoming more of a parish-wide ministry and less of a committee.   We stated in our 2015 
Annual Report, that the committee dreamed of a time when parishioners will come to the Outreach Com-
mittee with ideas for projects and our dream came true when Lauren Robinson came to us about Com-
fort Cases.   
 
Accomplishments of 2016:  
 

 Arcola Elementary  Partnering with the Linkages to Learning program, we collected and donated 
over 60 backpacks filled with school supplies; donate 45 Turkey Day Food Bags to families who did 
not have the means of providing meals during the Thanksgiving break; donated 50+ bags of food for 
families during the Christmas break; donated Angel gifts for 47 children and 10 coats. 

 

 Bethesda Cares   In addition to the many cases of water, socks and toiletries that were donated to 
Bethesda Cares during 2016, the Bethesda Cares Sandwich Brigade continued to make sandwiches 
for the homeless the first and second Saturdays of the month.  The Brigade is manned by the follow-
ing families: 
Bullard Family † Akinson Family † Simpson Family † Nye-Purcelli Family † Carter Family † Christ-
mas-Flynn Family † Duchelle-Smith Family † Barry Family † Lawrence Family † Feller Family † Sue 
Mitchell † Holbrooke Family † Finn-Boniface Family † Robbins Family † McKay Family † Zein Shukri 
† Kean Family † Haskell Family † Thanos Family † Quinn-Sheard Family 
 

 Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD)   With more effort to promotion, monies were collected for 
ERD that provides relief in times of disaster and promotes sustainable development by identifying 
and addressing the root causes of suffering. 

 

 Giant Gift cards were donated to the Parish office to hand out to those in need that come to our 
door. 

 

 Heifer International   Partnering with the Sunday School, “Agnes the Lamb” again collected monies 
for Heifer International for their “pass the gift” program. 

 

 Meals on Wheels   Members of Christ Church continue to assist in delivering meals to people who 
are still in their homes, but cannot cook for themselves anymore. 

 

 Rebuilding Together Project Day  For over 20 years, parish members have volunteered on the last 
Saturday in April to help a low-income family make their home a safe and warm place to live.  This 
year more than 30 volunteers helped update a group home for mentally and physically challenged 
young adults in Rockville. 

 

 Stepping Stones Shelter   We collected household items and toiletries for the clients at Stepping 
Stones Shelter in Rockville. 

 

 Comfort Cases – our newest ministry.  We collected items for over 100 Comfort Cases which pro-
vide the many children entering the foster care system in Montgomery County with a duffel bag filled 
with necessary items such as pajamas, blanket, stuffed animal, book/coloring book, toothbrush/
toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner, and other needed toiletries.  
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 Christ Church joined our neighbor church, New Creation Church in Wheaton to collect funds to pur-
chase water for the citizens of Flint, Michigan. 

 
Recommendations for 2017: 
 
Committee Organization  The committee realized that for Outreach in our parish to be more vibrant, we 
needed to become more accountable beginning with appointing a Recording Secretary who will keep 
detailed minutes and make sure all “action” items are fulfilled.  We also have become more involved in 
the budget process, creating a budget for 2017 that would include upcoming projects assuring more 
transparency to the parish in regards to Outreach funding and spending. 
 
We still seek new ideas from parish members and will continue to promote those projects that can in-
volve the full parish.  Some ideas being veted by the committee: 
Samaritan Program 
Sponsoring a refugee family 
 
Submitted by:   Elizabeth Quinn, Chair 
  Outreach Committee 

Report of the Property Committee 
 

Team members:   
 
Peter Turner, Mickey Sayles, Gail Marks, Suzanne Shaw, Bob Quinn, Ted Thanos, Lew Price, Ann Fox, 
Ted Seale, Bob Waechter, Doug Smith, Hill Carter, Doug Leavens, Liz Quinn, Ron Leung, Peter Bar-
tram, Anne Meyers, Kurt Ellison, Frank Shaw.   
 
 
Goals for 2016:    
 
Keep the building and grounds a friendly and joyful space to support the worship and mission of the Par-
ish; maintain the property and make minor improvements within our budget. 
 
 
Accomplishments of 2016:   
 

 Projects mostly consisted of relatively minor or periodic maintenance, including: 
 

 Minor upgrades and repairs to the outdoor lighting, and repairs to the emergency lighting in the 
church interior;  

 

 Installation of tethers on the elevator doors, improving accessibility; 
 

 Completion of the 5-year load test on the elevator; 
 

 Replacement of the coil in the A/C unit for the sacristy, and a breaker on our main distribution panel; 
 

 Professional cleaning of the carpets in the education wing;  
 

 Repair of leaded glass window panes in the office wing and new library; 
 

 Repairs to the mixer for sound system in the sanctuary, after much badgering of the manufacturer 
by our in-house audio guru. 

 
In addition, the grounds team held our Annual “Green Team” day this spring.  Thanks to the volunteers 
who came out to spruce up the gardens and grounds! 
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Recommendations for 2017:   
 
We held the line on property spending in 2016, coming in under budget.  This was partly because of sav-
ings on utility expenses, likely due to a combination of lower utility pricing, slightly lower consumption 
due to weather, and energy conservation efforts include the more efficient lighting installed earlier by 
PEPCO.  We also elected to defer a few contemplated maintenance or upgrade projects, determining 
that they could prudently be postponed without increasing the risk of increased future expenses or creat-
ing safety or operability issues.  We’ll endeavor to keep within budget constraints again this year, and 
will be taking another look at undertaking several special projects for the upcoming year, perhaps with 
further support from the Endowment.  We are continuing to pursue ideas for renovations of the kitchen, 
coordinating with the ad-hoc working group organized by Gail Troussoff Marks, again with support from 
the Endowment.   
 
In addition, we hope to have another Spruce-Up Day to continue minor upkeep and improvements. 
 
Volunteers are welcome!  Please contact Frank Shaw or Peter Turner if you’re handy or have a green 
thumb and would like to help out. 
 
Submitted by: Frank Shaw, Vestry coordinator for Property Committee  

Report of the Worship Committee 
 
 
Leaders of ministries crucial to worship met in October and February.  Represented ministries include 
Altar Guild, Music, Acolytes, Flower Guild, Healing Ministers,  Chalicists, Lectors, Ushers, Lay Eucharis-
tic Visitors and Children’s Chapel.  Several leaders across the various ministries noted that these are 
wonderful ways to invite parishioners (new as well as long-term members of the community) to partici-
pate and contribute to our shared life together. 
 
Looking back over the year, we are grateful for the many faithful parishioners who have ensured – at 
multiple services every week – that the church is ready, welcoming, and prepared. Looking forward, 
Worship leaders are focused on recruiting new team members.  Specific needs were identified on the 
Altar and Flower guilds and Usher team.  Additional chalicists and lectors are needed at the 8am and 5 
pm services, particularly. Finally, leaders from worship ministries identified education needs particularly 
around Holy Week services, focused on “what to anticipate” including the focus and projected length of 
each service. Our hope is that these efforts will be useful to those less steeped in Episcopal tradition 
and will provide resources for all members of the parish who invite friends and neighbors to our services. 
 
Submitted by:  
Virginia Blackman 
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Report of the Parish Life Committee 
 
Committee members: 
 
Gail Troussoff Marks is chair and the vestry member associated with Parish Life.  Parish Life hosts or 
assists with the social events of Christ Church and volunteers are drawn from the whole parish. Sharon 
Bartram, Jane Aylor, Aime Keith, Susan Atkinson, Sue Mitchell, Brenda Rupli, Lauren Robinson, Shan-
non Finn, Duane Boniface, Kate Duchelle, Pam Prindle, Diane Jung, Virginia Blackman, Terri Clausen, 
Debora Roberson, Katharine Gagarin, Carol Jones, and Diane Mand are frequent contributing members.  
Many others help including Emily Barry, Amy and Frances Brown, Suzanne Lawrence, Annie Seale, 
Lew and JoAnn Price, Suzanne Shaw, Sarah Leung, Prescott Bullard, Sarah Haskell and my apologies 
to the others that I have inadvertently left out. 
 
Goals for 2016:  
 
Our foremost goal was to continue to support the social events at Christ Church. Another goal was to 
bring in new participants so the Parish Life tasks did not always fall to the same people. A related goal 
was to strengthen and/or re-organize the committee so that a broader group of people were sharing the 
responsibilities. 
 
Accomplishments of 2016:   
 
     Coffee hours continue after the 10:00am service every Sunday with hosts coming from the whole 
parish. Coordinators manage the signup chart and rotate every few months. Lauren Robinson, Sarah 
Haskell, Jane Aylor and Sharon Bartram have served as coordinators. Shannon Finn and Duane Boni-
face were the popsicle coordinators for the summer. 
 
     A particularly successful event was the reception after the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service.  While 
Parish Life members organized, there was widespread participation by the parish.  The Sunday before 
the service Kate Duchelle led a flower workshop with participants making arrangements for the recep-
tion.  Virginia Blackman, Shannon Finn and several other parents coordinated luminaria assembly with 
an energetic group of parents and children. 
     
     Great participation and spirit was evident in the end-of-summer picnic, Novemberfest, Christmas re-
ception, and 12th Night celebration.  The two sessions of luminaria making and the flower arranging 
workshop brought energy and a wide variety of participation.   
 
Recommendations for 2017:   
  
     Parish Life could strengthen its interaction with all the groups that energize the social life of the Par-
ish and focus on opportunities to foster fellowship. These groups can operate autonomously, however 
are welcome to use the Parish Life vestry person as a resource.  These groups include the Women’s 
Fellowship Group, the Men’s Group, Young Adults (20’s & 30’s), Prime Timers, Wednesday potlucks,  
Needlework Fellowship, and other social activities. 
  
     The Parish Life committee functions largely as the “worker bees” for events. To lessen this role as 
purely support “staff” for functions, I recommend that where possible events be sponsored by a group.  
For instance: 12th Night by Women’s Fellowship, Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper by vestry and/or 
youth,  picnic (maybe men’s group), etc.  Some events will still need to be organized by Parish Life, such 
as the annual meeting lunch, Easter celebration and possibly the reception after the Christmas pageant.  
The Sunday School parents have recently been asked provide food for the reception after the Christmas 
Pageant. This needs to change in the future as it ends up falling on Ann Einkiri who is already coordinat-
ing the pageant.  
 
     Moving forward I suggest that Parish Life should have a Celebration Team that oversees Parish Life 
events, doing the organizing but also reaching out to the Parish for additional help. In addition to the Cel-
ebration Team there should be a Coffee Hour Team.  The Coffee Hour team consists of coordinators of 
coffee hours responsible for monitoring the signup chart and encouraging participation.  This should be 
a rotating group of coordinators who handle 2-3 months at a time plus summer popsicles. 
 
Submitted by: Gail Troussoff Marks   
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Report of the Organist and Choirmaster 
 

When I officially arrived at Christ Church Parish Kensington on January 1, 2016, at the invitation of your 
Rector and music committee, leaving behind St. Margaret's Episcopal Church on the same street at 
Dupont Circle after 17 years (where both Emily and I had served concurrently), I quickly made several 
personal observations:   
 
1) Christ Church is truly a warm, loving parish family with a boatload of positive energy in the form of 

well-educated, socially active parishioners with above-average financial means and appropriate 
generosity who desire to serve Christ and love others faithfully and effectively in their community.   

2) The Rector, administration, vestry, worship committee, music committee, and other parish leaders 
and leadership organizations are all providing enthusiastic, loving, top-drawer guidance.   

3)  The building facilities are beautiful and spacious, with a generous parking area, located in prime 
real estate in the metropolitan Washington DC area.   

4) There is a sincere desire to support a high-quality music ministry which would consist of a solid cho-
ral program with quality, appropriate liturgical music on a weekly basis, instrumental participation in 
some services, and occasional concerts for parishioners to enjoy which might also serve to attract 
visitors to the parish. 
 
So I set about to discover areas that, to my way of thinking, needed the most immediate attention:   

 
1) Other than the organ, most of the keyboard instruments either needed significant repairs and 

maintenance, and/or were being used ineffectively.  
2) The choral library was in dire need of a total reorganization so that weak areas could be identified 

and strengthened, and the choir room, where it was located, should be re-decorated and re-
arranged to become more warm, inviting, and "user-friendly."   

3) The choir needed healing and encouragement in order to grow as an integral part of the parish 
fabric and to become more effective in leading worship at the 10 a.m. Eucharist.  

4) Emily and I both agreed that our liturgical music should become more inclusive, varied, and in step 
with current 21st-century Episcopalian worship practices as encouraged by our Presiding and 
Diocesan bishops. 
 
So -- here is what we did together as a parish family last year: 
 
Instruments:  The organ has a new 5-year battery, and two stops were re-voiced to "play better with 
others."  The long-silent zimbelstern, located above the original altar, was re-connected (through a 
gift 
from the Endowment Fund), and there is now a cabinet adjacent to the organ console for storing 
music supplies so that they do not clutter the top of the organ itself. Our organ is maintained by Jerry 
McDermott, Jonathan Boksan, and Ken Saliba of Allen Organ -- DC.   

 
The Knabe grand piano in the sanctuary now has a dolly, a Dampp-Chaser humidity control unit, and 
our piano technician, Joyce Meekins, is currently working on the instrument to repair the pedals, make 
the action lighter and more sensitive by regulating and installing a touch rail system, and install a short 
stick so that its lid can be raised without blocking the view of the chancel (through the gifts of the Endow-
ment Fund, and very generous donors who wish to remain anonymous).   
 
The harpsichord, sitting silently in the choir room, has been moved into the sanctuary (with a new dolly 
made especially for this purpose through a gift from the Endowment Fund), where it has been played 
during the summer, on Christmas Eve, and will be heard again during Lent, and is being repaired and 
maintained by Mark Adler.  
 
The Roland electric piano downstairs, no longer needed by the parish, was sold to a parish choir mem-
ber who enjoys providing it to her 5-year-old son who takes piano lessons.  
 
The Yamaha studio upright piano from the choir room has been moved downstairs to the fellowship 
hall, and now has a dolly and a Dampp-Chaser humidity control unit (through a gift from the Endowment 
Fund).  It will soon have a lock so that it can be better preserved for our own use in wedding receptions, 
fellowship dinners, and the Sunday School as desired.   
 
A Young Chang baby grand piano was placed in the choir room, repaired, and outfitted with a dolly and 
a Dampp-Chaser humidity control unit through a very generous gift from Christine and Peter Turner in 
loving memory of Christine's father, the Reverend Arthur Shiu Ying Lee. 
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Choir Room: The choral library was completely reorganized over the summer (three old, inefficient stor-
age units were removed, and six new 5-drawer file cabinets were put into place).   
 
Reorganizing the choral library (a badly neglected, disorganized mess!) involved many weeks of long, 
tedious work and the help of several parishioners who were very generous with their time including 
Charlie Briggs, Nora Buckley, Sarah Forman, and Filbert Hong.  Calvin Smith, Kurt Ellison, and George 
Perry provided physical assistance in moving large items.  Many of the old files were badly deteriorated, 
and the lack of proper organization made locating existing anthems all but impossible.  The new file 
cabinets, which contain nearly twice the storage capacity of the old ones, have new hanging folders and 
are organized alphabetically by title.   
 
The Women of Christ Church gave the choir a generous monetary donation, enabling us to add several 
new anthem collections to our choral library.  The choral library filing information is now being typed into 
a computer reference catalog file by time-generous volunteers from the parish.  The choir room has 
been rearranged and redecorated for more effective and attractive use, and is now a lovely, warm facility 
in which to study music. Peter Bartram repaired our "choir cubbies," which had collapsed.  Lesser details 
like choral folders, crosses, and various other small but significant accessories have been obtained 
when appropriate. 
 
The choir: Our parish choir is truly a delightful ensemble of smart, hard-working, talented, fun singers, 
who have grown in number from 8 to 20 (at present count). They are a highlight of my week, and bring 
me joy and even laughter as I study music with them.  They sing for the 10 a.m. Eucharist from the Sun-
day after Labor Day until the end of July, having about 5-6 weeks of vacation during August and early 
September when we feature instrumentalists and vocal soloists in our morning worship.  Our choir also 
sings for special services including the Community Thanksgiving Service, Christmas Eve, Maundy 
Thursday, and the Easter Vigil.  Being a "conscientious choral musician" involves "work and love -- two 
four-letter words" as my beloved teacher Jean Reti-Forbes used to say, and these good folks offer both 
of these in spades. The choir has enjoyed social gatherings in the beautiful homes of Ann Brickman and 
Suzanne Shaw, and Chuck Serpan provides delicious cookies during rehearsals.  The choir always en-
joys welcoming new members! 
 
Guest musicians and concerts:  We have enjoyed several guest musicians this year, including the Mac-
Millan Pipe Band (Palm Sunday Scottish Highland Pipers), Chris Rother (Easter trumpeter), Judy Sond-
heimer (handbell soloist), Gail Collins (mezzo soprano), Cindy Hurchins (alto),  Miranda Cooter 
(soprano), Christine Castillo (soprano) [Christine has recently joined our choir], Richard Rolls (flutist), 
Anne Rolls (mezzo-soprano, and viola da gamba), Samantha Scheff (alto, and guest conductor for our 
Community Thanksgiving Service), Stan Engebretson (baritone), and, from our own church family, Sha-
ron Hong (soprano, and flutist), Filbert Hong (baritone, and violinist), Grace Carter (harpist), and our two 
tenor soloist/section leaders from the choir George Perry (who also gave a concert in our sanctuary to 
raise money for his mother's roof), and Jason Saffell (whose brother Robb gave a unique concert in our 
sanctuary recently with several of his friends to demonstrate harmonic overtone singing).  Filbert Hong 
has also helped our choir by re-formatting some of our anthems into more singer-friendly editions. We 
are fortunate to enjoy the talents of Deb Bartlett and Roma Hart who faithfully provide music for the 5:00 
p.m. Eucharist.  I played a solo organ recital in September featuring three of the organ's seven tuning 
systems in works by Frescobaldi, deGrigny, Buxtehude, Bach, Krebs, and C.P.E. Bach, followed by a 
lovely reception put together by ladies of the parish.  We dedicated our new choir room piano this fall, 
gifted to us by Christine and Peter Turner, with music performed by Anne and Richard Rolls, and Filbert 
Hong, with another lovely reception given by ladies of the parish. 
 
It is truly a joy to be making music among all of you, with your delightful choir, your worship leaders, and 
with Emily and Kurt, who are supporters and anchors far beyond my ability to thank properly. This parish 
has so much to offer that I know it will continue to grow and flourish in every conceivable way as a wit-
ness to God's love for all of us.  Thanks be to God! 
 
Teddy  
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Report of the Altar Guild 
 

Committee members:  
 
Susan Atkinson and Emily Barry (Co-Directors) 
First Sunday: Sue Mitchell (chair), Kathy McKay, Brenda Rupli, Valerie Thomas 
Second Sunday: Emily Barry (chair), Annie Seale, Ted Seale, David Blackman 
Third Sunday:  Eva-Marie Nye (chair), Susan Atkinson, Katie Wallace 
Fourth Sunday: Sheila Gart (chair), Nora Buckley, Anne Myers 
 
Goals for 2016:  
 
The Altar Guild hoped to recruit new members during 2016 and have its membership well-distributed 
among the four Sunday groups.  
 
Accomplishments of 2016:   
 
The Altar Guild prepared the three altars in the main sanctuary and chapels for services. For the main 
sanctuary, members of the Guild prepared for the three Sunday services and the regular Wednesday 
evening service, plus any additional services such as those during Christmas and Holy Week and bap-
tisms or funerals. In addition to setting up for all services, the Altar Guild cared for the Church silver, 
brass, vestments, altar hangings, and linens. The Guild also maintained the supplies of communion wa-
fers/bread, wine, liquid paraffin, candles and other items necessary for our services, ensuring that we 
were never without these essential supplies. The Guild consists of four teams, with each team being 
responsible for services one week per month, plus one of the four Fifth Sundays that occur each year.  
 
Emily Barry, Eva Nye, Susan Atkinson, and David Blackman are the active members of what we are 
calling the Bread ministry and have been making the bread used at Eucharist services. The Bread minis-
try welcomes anyone with an interest in bread-making and an hour or so once every few months. Mem-
bers of the Bread ministry need not be members of the Altar Guild.  
 
Using a grant from the Endowment, we had a lovely, mobile altar built for the Sunday evening service. 
This relieves the Altar Guild and Ushers from having to move a heavy table up and down the chancel 
steps every Sunday.  Altar Guild members who attend the 5 p.m. service studied practices at other 
churches with evening services and, with the help of the Endowment, will be implementing some of 
those ideas in 2017.  We have already begun incorporating more candlelight, which highlights the beau-
ty of our sanctuary in the vesper hour and reminds us of the light we carry into the world. 
 
Recommendations for 2017:   
 
The Altar Guild actively encourages anyone who is interested to join us. This is a wonderful opportunity 
to serve behind-the-scenes in the worship of the church and to connect in a small group environment 
with your fellow parishioners. It is a predictable and set once-a-month time commitment. Individuals in-
terested in supporting on a rotating basis are also welcome. If you are interested or have questions, 
please contact Susan Atkinson (atkinsonrw@aol.com) or Emily Barry (emilybarry@me.com).  
 
 
Submitted by: Susan Atkinson and Emily Barry  
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Report of the Lay Worship Ministers 
(Lectors, Chalicists, Healing Ministers and Eucharistic Visitors) 

    
  
Members:  
 
Robin Atkinson, Jane Aylor, Ray Barry, Peter Bartram, Sharon Bartram, Yvonne Bryan, Charlie Briggs, 
Margaret Buckley, Nora Buckley, Jim Cannon, Hill Carter, Tina Cleland, Marcia Coe, Tony Coe, Kathy 
Cowan, Kate Duchelle, Katherine Gagarin, Sheila Gart, Brett Holmgren, Carol Jones, Sharon Judge, 
Aime Keith, Elizabeth Lakey, Suzanne Lawrence, Gary Lett, Ron Leung, Anne Meyers, Sue Mitchell, 
Ramzi Nemo, Susan Patch, Pam Prindle, Lee Puricelli, John Rowan, Linda Rowan, Teodora Salow, Ann 
Scherer, Ted Seale, Frank Shaw, Suzanne Shaw, Kitty Shuler, Helen Urquhart, Ruki Willis, Tom Willis, 
Scott Wykoff. 
  
Other Lectors:  
 
Susan Atkinson, Grace Carter, Nathan Carter, Rusty Cleland, Ben Haskell, Diane Jung, Gavin Keith, 
Creed Keith, Aiden Kilpatrick, Erin Lakey, Anthony Ody, Nancy Ody, Lew Price, Walker Prindle, Bob 
Quinn, Annie Seale, Frankie Shaw, Rachel Waechter, & Berlin Waechter, Katie Wallace, Yoko 
Sawanobore, 
  
Goals for 2016: What did the members hope to accomplish during the past year? 
  
Lay ministers were active in all of our regularly scheduled services and in regular visits to our home-
bound parishioners, providing approximately 878 volunteer hours as lectors, chalicists, healing prayer 
ministers and Eucharistic visitors.  
  
Accomplishments of 2016:  Don’t be humble! Tell your story so others may celebrate with you. 
  
Our lay ministers are a valuable part of our worship services, either by their presence as scheduled or 
arranging for a substitute, and checking with the Vergers prior to a service in case an extra is need-
ed.  Our “other lectors” provide a wonderful addition to the regular schedule by reading in special ser-
vices. 
  
We bid farewell to 4 members as they moved away into new life experiences:  Bonnie Muheim, Elspeth 
Nunn, Dylan Thayer and Tamara Zurakowski.  Tom Willis continued to work up the schedule on a quar-
terly basis. (Thank you, Tom.) 
  
Recommendations for 2017:   
  
We encourage participation in any of these ministries;  just tell a priest or verger of your interest. 
  
Submitted by:  Nora Buckley                                                  Date: 2/13/2017 
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Report of the Flower Guild 
 

Members:   
 
Nora Buckley – Directress, Frances Brown, Kate Duchelle-Smith, Aime Keith, Gail Marks, Anne Meyers 
  
Goals for 2016:  
  
The Flower Guild arranges and places the flowers or greens in the church and throughout the build-
ing.  We continued our adjusted arrangement schedule so that families that would be away for Thanks-
giving and/or Christmas would be able to see the Harvest Array and the Christmas Flowers. 
  
Accomplishments of 2016:   
  
With a crew of 6, most coming in every week, we arranged flowers for 3 altars, the music room, the offic-
es, the Library/Parlor and the narthex hallway. Additionally, we may assist Parish Life in providing some 
arrangements for the undercroft. 
  
Kate and Gail led 2 successful flower arranging workshops; the flowers from the workshop in November, 
created by men, women and children, became the centerpieces for our Community Thanksgiving recep-
tion. 
  
We also go on field trips to capture new ideas and to simply enjoy each other's company. 
  
Recommendations for 2017:   
  
We welcome additional members. While we usually work on Saturday mornings for about 2 hours, our 
scheduling is flexible so we can work with you to accommodate your time. We would also like better co-
ordination and use of the flower sign-up chart, located on the Parish Administrator’s office door. 
  
Submitted by:  Nora Buckley, Directress                                 
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Report of the Vergers 
 

Members:  
 
Nora Buckley, Tony Coe, Pam Prindle, Charles Briggs 
  
Goals for 2016:  
  
The vergers work to make the liturgy of our services as beautiful as the physical surroundings of our 
building and enrich the worship experience for the congregation, priests, and all participants by coordi-
nation and planning, dealing with practical problems as they arise, and eliminating worldly distractions. 
  
Accomplishments of 2016:    
 
You may have noticed new faces occasionally serving as Vergers.  Our own Pam Prindle is currently 
taking the course offered by the Vergers Guild of the Episcopal Church.  She is most often serving be-
hind the scenes, but will be seen more often during the summer as Tony and Marcia enjoy their summer 
home.  Charles Briggs has transferred from St. Margaret's, where he was a verger for many years.  He 
is the Verger for the Wednesday Evening service and produced the loose-leaf missal we use at all com-
munion services.  Our 10:00 services, as well as special services at Christmas and Easter are under the 
care of one or more vergers.  Tony is also the official acolyte master. Nora will continue as Head Verger 
and, in addition to serving as a verger, will coordinate and direct the activities of the vergers and have 
responsibility for the verger ministries at all services. 
  
Nora and Pam were able to go to the Annual Conference of the Verger’s Guild of the Episcopal Church 
held in Spokane, Washington.  The information obtained from the various workshops and discussions 
with other vergers is valuable. Nora also assisted in the dispensing of Holy Oils at our cathedral during 
Holy Week. 
  
Recommendations for 2017:   
  
We will continue working together with our priest, aiming towards making services as smooth and joyful 
as possible.  Additionally, we would like to see our lay ministries grow (acolytes, lectors, chalicists, heal-
ing ministers and Eucharistic Visitors). 
  
  
Submitted by:   Nora Buckley, Head Verger                                  
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Report of the Acolytes 
 
Committee members:  
Tony Coe – Advisor* Grace Bullard, Nathan Carter, Hannah Haskell, David Robbins, and Molly Wood-
ward. *Also Nora Buckley 
  
  
Goals for 2016:  
  
We have four acolytes who enabled us to have one acolyte scheduled for each 10:00 am service on 
Sunday. We wanted to increase the number of acolytes and made concerted efforts to recruit and train 
new members to replace acolytes who graduated or left acolyting. We continue to encourage our youth 
to take an active part in the worship service through acolyting. 
  
Accomplishments of 2016:   
  
We were not successful in recruiting new acolytes, however our present group of acolytes volunteered 
to serve more than their scheduled Sundays. We quite often had more than one acolyte serving on Sun-
days. We had multiple acolytes for special services. Grace Bullard was particularly valuable this year by 
volunteering to serve on many Sundays for which she was not scheduled. 
  
Our senior acolyte, Ashley Lakey, has gone on to college.  We also wish to thank all those who volun-
teered to help with acolyte tasks when we needed an extra hand. 
  
Recommendations for 2017:   
 
We need to continually look for more acolytes. Encouragement and support by parents are necessary 
for success. Parental support is necessary for something as basic as ensuring acolytes are on time be-
fore the service. We welcome any of our youth to participate in our worship as an acolyte. There is no 
time commitment outside of the 10:00 am service as we provide “on the job” training for acolytes. Please 
let us know of anyone interested in serving in this very valuable ministry. 
  
Submitted by: Anthony Coe                                                                                     
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Report of the 2017 Diocesan Convention 
 

The 2017 Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Washington, Saturday 28 January, started with Holy 
Eucharist including a sermon by the Right Reverend Charles Andrew Doyle, Bishop of Texas.  His mes-
sage centered on mission:  fruit is meant to multiply - we are chosen to give away what we have in love 
and watch it grow.  Jesus' ministry did not take root in the institutions of his day, but in the homes of his 
followers.  We should go out, seeking others to share our love of God.  There was much more in the ser-
mon, which is available on the diocesan web site:  https://www.edow.org/about/diocesan-governance/
convention/. 
 
The Bishop's address concerned several topics.  First, Bishop Maryanne spoke of the newly reconfig-
ured regions in the diocese, noting that the diocesan staff, including the Bishop, will be more involved in 
the regions, addressing problems including buildings (many are beautiful, historic, and expensive to 
maintain), our aging population, and financial dependence of a few large donors.  For our public minis-
try, the diocese is well positioned to continue working for social justice, supporting the Latino community, 
and maintaining our interfaith partnerships.  We need to stand by and advocate for refugees.  She spoke 
of the Cathedral, and our need to reflect together on the challenges and opportunities to minister in the 
National Capital.  The role of the Cathedral will be examined in its entirety, and a task force will be 
formed for this.  There was much more in her address,  which can be found on the diocesan web site: 
https://www.edow.org/about/diocesan-governance/convention/. 
 
In the business of the convention, delegates to the next national General Convention and members of 
the diocesan Standing Committee were elected.  Lee Puricelli was elected to the Standing Committee.   
The Budget as discussed, and approved.  A resolution on Observance of the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation was approved.  A resolution to Reaffirm the Church's Commitment to Social Justice in a 
Divisive Political Climate was discussed with several unsuccessful attempts for amendment, and ap-
proved.  The final text of the approved resolution is given below.  A third resolution Concerning the Inau-
guration Day Sermon of the Rev. Robert Jeffress was introduced.  This resolution sought to refute 
Southern Baptist pastor Jeffress' "long record of hateful and inflammatory rhetoric" and his preaching at 
the private service for President-elect Trump at St. John's [Episcopal] Church, Lafayette Square as 
"inconsistent with both the inclusive nature of St. John's ministry and our baptismal covenant to 'seek 
and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself'" as well as specific parts of the sermon 
itself.  After much discussion and amendment attempts, the resolution was tabled.  
 
Peter Bartram 
Delegate to Diocesan Convention 
 
 
Resolution  #2, as amended and approved by the Diocesan Convention, January 28, 2017 
 
Resolution to Reaffirm the Church's Commitment 
to Social Justice 
in a Divisive Political Climate 
 
Resolved, that the One Hundred Twenty Second Annual Convention of the Diocese of Washington reaf-
firm that we believe that every person is created in God's image, imbued and blessed with inherent dig-
nity and worth.  We welcome all people in our communities of faith and support other communities of 
faith, including particularly Muslim communities who may fear persecution.  Where we have not suffi-
ciently supported other communities of faith, we will recommit ourselves to doing so. 
 
Resolved, that consistent with our Baptismal Covenant to "strive for justice and peace and respect the 
dignity of every human being," we recommit ourselves and our congregations to fight discrimination in all 
of its forms, including racism, Islamophobia, homophobia, and sexism.   
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Necrology 
we remember those who have been buried from Christ Church in 2016 

Anthony Ody 
James Somervell 
Donald Maloney 
John Anderson 

Richard Whitman 
Angela Day 

A Living Testimony 
 
 
People are thirsty for the waters pouring from the river of Love where the promise of Justice lives. 
Let us pledge our whole lives to pouring our love out for the sake of the whole world.  We want to become embod-
iments of justice and believe in the transformative power of our commitment to one another in the world. We are a 
living testimony, as long as we keep preaching everyday of our lives – in our words and deeds – that love is the 
most powerful force for change in the world. 
  
 
The Rev. Becca Stevens, Episcopal priest, author and founder of Thistle Farms 
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Clergy and Staff 
 

The Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde 
Bishop of Washington 

 
The Rev. Emily Guthrie 

Rector 
 

Kurt Ellison 
Parish Administrator 

 
Ann Enkiri 

Children’s Minister 
 

Madison Chase 
Youth Minister 

 
Dr. Theodore M. Guerrant 

Organist and Choirmaster 
 

Lenord Hawkins 
Sexton 

 
Juana Angeles Lara 
Nursery Caregiver 

 
Nora Buckley, Anthony Coe 

Vergers 

Vestry 
 

Doug Smith 
Senior Warden 

 

Sharon Bartram 
Jr. Warden 

 

Margaret Douglas  
Treasurer 

 

Peter Bartram 
 Secretary 

 

Brad Christmas 
 Stewardship 

 

Frank Shaw 
Property 

 

Betsy Robbins 
Communications 

 

Robin Atkinson 
Budget and Finance 

 

Brian Woodward  
Education 

 

Margaret Buckley 
 Inreach 

 

Lance Kilpatrick 
 Membership 

 

Kay Bondehagen  
Outreach 

 

Virginia Blackman 
Worship 

Christ Church Parish 

Kensington, Maryland 

 


