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David Robbins, a St. Mary’s College of Maryland Seahawk, passed away peacefully at his Rockville home on November 
30, 2017. He is survived by his loving mother, Christiane, and his devoted sister, Gabrielle and her boyfriend Austin 
Larson, as well as the love of his live, Alicia O’Neil. David is also survived by his loving circle of family and friends in-
cluding his best friend, Alex Le. David is preceded in death by his loving and loveable father, Craig Robbins, who nick-
named David buddy-boy.  
 
David was born on March 22, 1999 in Bethesda, Maryland to parents, Craig Sinclair Robbins and Christiane Marie Rob-
bins.  David’s family moved to Scottsdale, Arizona, in 2003. The family returned to Maryland in 2010, first settling in 
Olney, Maryland, and then moving to Rockville in 2013. At an early age, David loved to play outside at the park close to 
his Scottsdale home, and to frighten his mom by jumping headlong into the pool before he had learned to swim. With a 
wink and a grin, young David shined as a student not just at school, but as a faithful Beatles fan, like his father before 
him. He and Gabrielle memorized songs on every album to sing together. Bilingual from the day he learned his first 
words, David spoke German with his mom at home. 
 
Playing basketball since the day he could walk, David spent free time in his early years in the front yard driveway 
shooting hoops for hours on end. On competitive teams in Arizona, David was fearless and aggressive on the court, and 
a great, loyal teammate.  Later, as a serious middle school athlete, David played with AAU Basketball team, “The Clas-
sics” under Coach Dale.  In high school, David played basketball for four years -- two years on the JV team and two 
years on the varsity team at Rockville High School. David’s Rockville coach observed that David knew the game of bas-
ketball as well as any instructor, and knew the true meaning of team as a player and as a captain. 
 
In middle school, David received one of Boy Scout’s highest accolades, Scouting’s National Honor Society Order of the 
Arrow. Only scouts who best exemplify the Scout Oath are admitted into this brotherhood.  As initiation into the Order, 
David had to complete an Ordeal, an overnight campout with physical and mental challenges, with only sparse food 
provided. His mom recalls that this weekend was the one time David ate a peanut butter and jelly sandwich -- and en-
joyed it! After earning the Order, however, David did reward himself with his favorite Chipotle burrito, which includes, 
in order of priority, the following ingredients:  white rice, steak, corn, sour cream, cheese, lettuce! 
 
David graduated with an International Baccalaureate Diploma in June of 2017 from Rockville High School, never allow-
ing the diagnosis of osteosarcoma to stop his rigorous schooling.  Skyping into class from the hospital, and meeting with 
teachers after school or at his home, David politely insisted on maintaining excellence in his learning, and consequently 
won the hearts of his teachers. Earning high marks in his math studies and calculus class, David scored a 7 on his IB 
math exam, with only one other student the same year. The way David stretched his understanding in spite of his illness 
helped to remind his instructors that students like David make teaching worthwhile.  His hard work paid off, as David 
received numerous college scholarships, and was admitted to St. Mary’s College of Maryland for the freshman class of 
2017. 
 
The jewel in his life was Alicia. Kind and devoted to her, David fell in love with Alicia their junior year at Rockville. 
Holding hands in the hallway, giggling endlessly, taking drives in David’s Kia, camping with her family, and helping 
each other through their studies, Alicia and David had eyes only for each other.  In David’s senior year, David and Ali-
cia were crowned prom king and queen. Alicia held David’s hand through surgeries, chemotherapy and radiation. She 
was a comfort to David and she crowned her love for him with her gentle kindness and easy sense of humor. 
 
An avid Phoenix Suns fan, one of the highlights of the last few months for David, was when he went to the Suns/
Wizards game in D.C. with Alicia and his best friend, Alex. The Suns beat the Washington Wizards, and David and Alex 
screamed with delight at the come-from-behind win. A sassy and passionate fan, as well as a chatterbox, David was sure 
to let Wizards fans know that his Suns won the day. Not one to hide his emotions, David, like his father, Craig, wore his 
feelings on his sleeve. 
 
Above all, those who knew David best, describe him as unwaveringly loyal to those he loved. Whether David was 
tasked, as Dog-uncle, with taking Gabrielle’s sick puppy to the veterinarian, or tasked with motivating his basketball 
team at the end of the fourth quarter, or tasked, as an Eagle Scout, with crafting care bags for sick children, David never 
faltered, and strove to exceed the expectations of his family, friends, teachers, and coaches. Faithful, and forever flying 
over us all now, David will always be a Seahawk, someone to look up to. 
 
 

 



Prelude  Bist du bei mir,         J. S. Bach 
   Jesu, Joy of Our Desiring,       J. S. Bach 
   Sheep May Safely Grace,         J. S. Bach 
   Rhosymedre (My Song is Love Unknown)      Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 
Hymn # 671    Amazing Grace               New Britain 
 

Welcome         The Rev. Emily Guthrie 
 

Opening Anthem 
 
Presider: I am resurrection and I am life says the Lord. Those who believe in me, even though 

they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 
 
 For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last will stand upon the earth; and 

though my body dies, yet shall I see God, whom I shall see and my eyes behold, who 
is my friend and not a stranger.  

 
 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the 

Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or die, we belong to 
the Lord. Happy from now on are those who die in the Lord! So it is, says the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labor. 

 

Honor Guard Presentation           Scout Troop 264 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Presider:  The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you.  
Presider:  Let us pray. 
 
Presider:  Holy God, your beloved Son took children into his arms and blessed them. Help us to 

entrust David Martin Robbins to your never failing loving kindness. Comfort us as we 
bear the pain of his death, and reunite us in your good time in your Paradise; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 

Psalm 139: 7-12                                                Led by Todd Dembrowski           
 
read responsively by half verse 
                                                                                                                                       

7 Where can I go from your spirit? 

   Or where can I flee from your presence?  
 



8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
   if I make my bed in the grave, you are there.  
 
9 If I take the wings of the morning 

   and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,  
 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, 
   and your right hand shall hold me fast.  
 
11 If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
   and the light around me become night’,  
 
12 The darkness is not darkness with you, but the night is as clear as the day;  
For darkness and light are both alike to you. 

  

A Reading from  Philippians 4:4-9                                   Read by Mark Prater 
                

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  
The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,  
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and  
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn # 488    Be thou my vision           Slane
      
Remembrances               Alex Le 
            Alicia O’Neil 
All stand  
 

Holy Gospel                           Matthew 5:1-9
                            
Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, O Lord  
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 



 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 
Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
 
The Homily                               The Rev. Emily Guthrie 
 
 

The Prayers of the People                        
 
Gracious God, we pray for the family and friends of David 
that they may know the comfort of your love. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray that you will use us as bearers of your love, 
to support them in their grief. 
We also remember before you all who mourn and all who suffer. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Give us patience and faith in this time of our loss, 
so that we may come to understand the wonder of your mercy, 
and the mystery of your love. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Increase our faith and trust in your Son, Jesus Christ, 
that we may live victoriously. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Give us such a vision of your purpose, and such an assurance of your love and power, 
that we may ever hold fast the hope which is in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Presider: Compassionate God, your ways are beyond our understanding, and your love for 

those whom you create is greater by far than ours; comfort all who grieve for this child 
David. Give them the faith to endure the wilderness of bereavement and bring them in 
the fullness of time to share with David. the light and joy of your eternal presence; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 

Offertory Anthem  Ave Maria                    Franz Schubert 
                        Leslie MacKnight, soprano 
 

 



The Holy Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving               Eucharistic Prayer B 
 
Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 
People        We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People        It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 
God, Creator of  heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the  
dead, and comforts us with the blessed hope of everlasting life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, 
life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwell-
ing place eternal in the heavens.  
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
Celebrant and People 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The people stand or kneel. 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in cre-
ation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us 
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into 
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O God, 
 

 



Celebrant and People: 
 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;  
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 
that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation.   
 
By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Presider:   We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
All:   We who are many are one body, for we all share one bread and one cup. 

 

Communion of the People 
 

All are welcome to receive communion. Gluten free wafers are available, simply ask your server.    
If you do not wish to receive wine, or would like a blessing  

rather than the sacrament, please cross your hands over your chest.    

 
Post Communion Prayer 
 

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the spiritual food and 
drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have given us a foretaste of your heav-
enly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our 
inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness 
of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

The Commendation 
 

Presider: Give rest, O Christ, to your servant David with your saints, 
People: where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing,  
  but life everlasting. 
 



Presider: You only are immortal, the creator and maker of humankind; and we are mortal, 
formed of the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you  

 created me, saying, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down to 
the dust, yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

People: Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain are 
  no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 
The minister, facing the body, says 
 
Presider: We commend David Martin Robbins to the mercy of God, our maker, redeemer, and 

comforter. David, our companion in faith and fellow child of Christ, we entrust you to 
God. Go forth from this world: in the love of God who created you, in the mercy of Je-
sus who redeemed you, in the power of the Holy Spirit who receives and protects you. 
May you rest in peace and rise in glory, where pain and grief are banished,  

 and life and joy are yours for ever. Amen. 

 
The Benediction 
 
 

Final Song    Let it be                   The Beatles  
 
When I find myself in times of trouble, Mother Mary comes to me 
Speaking words of wisdom, let it be 
 
And in my hour of darkness she is standing right in front of me 
Speaking words of wisdom, let it be 
 
Let it be, let it be, let it be, let it be 
Whisper words of wisdom, let it be 
 
And when the broken-hearted people living in the world agree 
There will be an answer, let it be 
 
For though they may be parted - there is still a chance that they will see 
There will be an answer, let it be 
 
Let it be, let it be, let it be, let it be 
There will be an answer, let it be 
 
Let it be, let it be, let it be, let it be 
Whisper words of wisdom, let it be 
 
And when the night is cloudy, there is still a light that shines on me 
Shine until tomorrow, let it be 
 
Let it be, let it be, let it be, yeah, let it be 
There will be an answer, let it be 
 

 



Dismissal 
 

Presider: Go in peace. The souls of all the faithful departed are in the hands of God. Alleluia. 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 

 
 

Postlude   Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                     Ludwig van Beethoven 
 

❖ 

Please join us for a reception in the undercroft immediately following the service.  
  

 



 
Special Thanks 
 
 
Christiane would like to offer special thanks to David’s amazing pediatric oncology team at  
Children’s National Medical Center, the Sibley Memorial Hospital pediatric radiation oncology 
team, and the National Rehabilitation Center staff.  
 
We would also like to thank Boy Scout Troop 264, our Christ Church Family, and dear friends and 
family for your unwavering support and now helping with the arrangements for this service. 

 
 

❖ 

 

If  you would like to honor David, Christiane and Gabrielle invite you to make a donation to the 
Childrens' Cancer Research Fund. Gabrielle has set up a fund in David's memory. All proceeds will 
go towards osteosarcoma research at the University of  Minnesota. Please make checks out to 
“Childrens’ Cancer Research Fund” and put “David Robbins” in the memo line.  
 
Please mail donations to: 
 
Children’s Cancer Research Fund 
Attn: Donor Services 
7301 Ohms Lane, Suite 355 
Minneapolis, MN 55439 
 
Or go to https://childrenscancer.org 
Scroll Down 
Choose “Fundraise your way” 
Under “How to get started”, Choose “Join an existing event” 
Search “David Robbins” 
Choose “David Robbins” 
 
http://support.childrenscancer.org/site/TR/DIY/General?px=1776818&pg=personal&fr_id=1353 

 
Thank you so very much! 
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