Christ Church
Kensington, MD

Palm Sunday Procession

Moving Forward Together
We are prepared to follow the Holy Spirit and to
serve a diverse and changing world in new ways.
Our Parish goals are to:
4001 Franklin Street
Kensington, Maryland 20895
(Parking Lot on Everett St.)
http://www.ccpk.org
Christ Church is an inclusive faith community
of doubters, seekers and believers pursuing
and offering hope. In the Episcopal tradition,
we are rooted in Scripture, tradition, reason
and experience. We value our beautiful and
diverse worship, education for all ages, lively
fellowship, and engaged service to the community and the world.
We are called to:


Create a Christian community in which we
support each other on our spiritual journeys.



Support a broad and open exploration of
spiritual life and God’s love.



Discover and use our spiritual gifts.



Be a faithful presence in the world by example and service to others.



Support people of all ages in their journey of
faith, particularly by strengthening our Christian formation program for children and
youth.



Serve the world with strong outreach ministries, including sustainable and on-going,
hands-on work.



Build-up and empower lay leadership.



Enrich opportunities for fellowship and small
groups of people who will care for one another.



Continue our tradition of meaningful worship
while working to increase congregational
participation in liturgy and a vibrant music
program.



Expand our invitation to the surrounding
community to share the Good News and fellowship we experience at our church.

Christian Formation
Programs
At Christ Church, Christian formation is integral
to our faith journey enabling us to grow in
relationship with God, the world and each other.

Children
Our Sunday school program includes a “Godly
Play” format for kindergarten and first grade,
and “Living the Good News” curriculum for the
second through fifth graders.

Adults
We have an Adult Forum series after the 10:00
a.m. Sunday service that opens dialogue on a
variety of topics such as liturgy, church history,
our relationship with other world religions, and
critical current events.
Parishioners engage in regular Bible study and
contemporary book discussion groups that meet
several times each year.

Every summer we offer a Vacation Bible School
— a weeklong, half-day program for children
from the parish and the wider community to
deepen their faith through Bible stories,
worship, crafts, activities, outdoor games and
community service projects.

Youth
Our youth program focuses on monthly service
projects centered on spiritual/Biblical values
(compassion, inclusiveness and service) and
social events to foster relationships while
creating fun opportunities for fellowship with
their friends from within and outside the
parish. Our high school students embark on a
mission and pilgrimage trip as part of the
program.

Christ Church Sponsored Potato Drop

Outreach Ministry
As a Christian community we are called to respond to the
needs of our community, our nation, and our world. Our
outreach ministry contributes support to about a dozen
charities. In addition to on-going efforts, we have
sponsored several mission trips to help rebuild in New
Orleans and Tuscaloosa, and hosted two Potato Drops to
distribute 40,000 pounds of potatoes to area food banks.

The parish believes that we are called to do even more and
would like to establish additional sustainable hands-on
projects.

2014 Youth Pilgrimage & Mission

Community
Members of Christ Church support each other
through organized functions such as the Prayer Tree
and Healing Ministry and ad hoc as individual
needs come to light. We have a monthly potluck
dinner with varying levels of attendance. Various
adult groups meet for fellowship, education, and
projects. We love to break bread together and hang
out with friends.
We cherish the friends we make at Christ Church
and enjoy bonding and spending time together.

Worship With Us
Worship and liturgical tradition are keys
to our identity and our parish story. We
honor traditions, but we can and have
started new ones.
Rite I 8:00 a.m. Sunday Service
The Sunday 8:00 a.m. service is Holy
Eucharist Rite I. This is a contemplative
service without music
Rite II 10:00 a.m. Sunday Service
The Sunday 10:00 a.m. service is Holy
Eucharist Rite II. There is a supervised
nursery. The younger children attend
children’s chapel in the undercroft and
join the congregation at Holy
Communion .
“Come as You Are” 5:00 p.m. Sunday
Service

Social Events
We have fun together at monthly, all-parish coffee
hours and popsicles on the lawn in the summer.
Our parish celebrates the 12th day of Christmas together with a dinner and party. We kick off the
summer with an all-parish picnic, and then, start the
Sunday school year in September with another one.
Social events have included hiking, bowling, watching movies, and going to a baseball game, visiting
museums, hosting ice-cream socials, eating brunch
at local eateries, and tasting liturgical wine.

The “Come as You Are” Holy Eucharist
started in 2012. It answered a need for a
fresh liturgical approach . Parishioners
serve one another the Eucharist. The
liturgy is taken from Enriching Our
Worship and parishioners have written
the prayers of the people for this service.
Rite II Wednesday 6:30 p.m.
Holy Eucharist Rite II is celebrated
without music or sermon. The
congregation sits in the choir stalls,
which provides an intimate setting.

