Dear Fellow Parishioners,
Our generosity can transform our community and it can also
transform us. Our theme of “Transforming Generosity” invites us to
thoughtful action informed by spiritual reflection.
Outwardly, we are called to examine our ability to give of ourselves to
support our church’s ministries – worship, operations, “in-reach” to
our fellow parishioners, and outreach to people in the world beyond.
We understand that the soundness of Christ Church’s financial ability
to carry out its ministries depends on our collective generosity, at
whatever level we are personally comfortable with.
Inwardly, as we reflect on how and why we serve, we realize we have
been blessed – perhaps transformed – by our experiences. We
recognize that when we give of ourselves, our generosity of heart
transforms us: in the way we welcome newcomers, help a stranger,
care for someone in need, forgive those who have offended us, care for
our planet, and live lives of empathy. Transforming generosity as such
expands our ability to love and be compassionate towards others, and
with God’s help multiplies our capacity to transform the wider
community in which we live.
To help us along on this spiritual-action journey, we will be offering a
series of weekly reflections from our parishioners. We hope their
voices will touch you with a sense of connection, truth and inspiration.
Please join us as we give and grow together, sowing generosity in our
church, our community and in our lives.
Faithfully yours,

Doug Leavens

Brad Christmas

Some Frequently Asked Questions about Stewardship
What is a stewardship pledge?

A stewardship pledge is a commitment, made after deliberate and prayerful
consideration, to contribute a specific amount of money to the parish community. Pledging enables the Vestry to make
realistic budget projections for the coming calendar year. We hope that all households will make a stewardship pledge—
even if it is only a small amount per week—as an expression of a vital commitment to Christ Church and support of its
ministries.

Is there a minimum amount I have to pledge in order to be a member at Christ Church? No. All gifts, great and
small are gratefully received at Christ Church. Please don’t let the ability or inability to pledge affect whether or not you
show up to church. We are glad you’re here.

What if I can’t give financially? Please don’t feel that lack of financial giving is a barrier to your being a part of Christ
Church. Remember, gifts of time and talent are just as important expressions of stewardship.

How can I pay my pledge? Christ Church accepts checks, cash (through giving envelopes - distributed at the end of the
year) and securities. You can also add Christ Church as a payee in your bank’s online bill pay feature.

Are my gifts to Christ Church tax deductible? Yes your contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by
federal and state law. You will receive a statement at the end of the year detailing your tax deductible contributions.

What’s a good way to figure out what my pledge will be? Prayer is a great start! Pledging and giving regularly is a
great spiritual discipline. Traditionally, we’ve been taught to tithe to the church, or give 10 percent of our income. Please
see the table on the Pledge Card insert for suggestions for giving. We encourage you to give what you can, whether it’s a
dollar, five or five hundred a week.

How can I submit my pledge? You can submit your pledge by mailing the enclosed card to the office, dropping it in the
plate on Sunday or online by going to www.ccpk.org

Who can I talk to about my pledge? You can talk to Peter Hanke, our Parish Administrator (301-942-4673), or any
member of the stewardship committee about your pledge.

2018 Projected Income for Christ Church:
Estimated
$
Pledge
Plate + Seasonal
Other Unrestricted
Restricted

409,536
62,955
39,097
23,085
534,673

%
77%
12%
7%
4%

Budgeted
$
410,000
64,100
41,460
26,025
541,585

%
76%
12%
8%
5%

2018 Projected Expenses for Christ Church:
Estimated
$
Personnel
343,148
Prof. Services
13,847
Administrative
20,641
Operations
84,086
Diocesan Contribution 35,126
Ministries
60,061
556,909

Net

(22,236)

Budgeted
%
62%
2%
4%
15%
6%
11%

$
354,161
15,500
19,860
97,480
35,126
55,933
578,060

%
61%
3%
3%
17%
6%
10%

(36,475)
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